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Making Ends Meet 2012 
The Affordability of the Mid-Hudson Region 

Making Ends Meet reports the results of a survey conducted by the Marist College 
Institute for Public Opinion in partnership with the Dyson Foundation.  It discusses how 
residents of New York’s Mid-Hudson Valley perceive the affordability of the region and 
how they experience a wide range of issues affecting their family finances.  Residents 
who weighed in on these issues hail from seven counties comprising the region: 
Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, Orange, Putnam, Sullivan, and Ulster.  These individuals 
expressed their concerns about the region as well as their hopes and plans for the 
future. 

The study presents the results of interviews with 4,443 Mid-Hudson Valley residents 
who discussed many economic and financial topics including the cost of living in the 
region and its affordability for themselves and their families. Residents were 
scientifically selected to participate so that the results would represent the opinions of 
people throughout the region.  Interviews were conducted February 2nd through March 
14th, 2012. 

The survey results for all residents are statistically significant at ±1.5%. The margin of 
error increases for results pertaining to specific counties and smaller sub-groups in the 
population. 

For additional information and complete details of the study and results, visit 
www.ManyVoicesOneValley.org. 

Introduction 

Summary of findings 
Mid-Hudson Valley residents offer a diverse array of opinions about making ends meet 
in the Mid-Hudson Valley.  However, one attitude that most people share is that the 
region is not a very affordable place to live.  Not surprisingly, residents earning less 
money are more likely to share this view. 

Residents cite a number of expenses that stretch the family budget.  The cost of 
transportation, specifically gasoline, tops this list.  Forty-six percent of residents say the 
money they spend at the pump strains their finances a great deal, and another 33% 
say it places a good deal of strain on their budget.  It is no wonder that this expense is 

http://www.manyvoicesonevalley.org/�


5 

 

so prominent; the Mid-Hudson Valley is, in some ways, a car culture.  Seventy-nine 
percent of residents commute to work in cars by themselves.  An additional 7% rely on 
car pools. 

Other burdensome expenses include utilities, property taxes, housing costs, health 
care, tuition, child care, and public transportation.  Utilities, such as electricity and heat, 
follow gasoline as a further indication of how energy costs have become onerous.  
Twenty-nine percent of residents say utility payments put a great deal of strain on their 
finances and 38% say these costs create a good amount of strain.  Property taxes are 
not far behind.  Thirty-one percent say they cause a great deal of strain, and 29% say 
they put a good amount of pressure on finances.  More than four in ten residents 
believe the top priority for the region should be reducing taxes.  Forty-two percent give 
the issue an average score of 10 the highest possible score. 

Affordable housing is another area where many residents would like to see 
improvement.  Seventy percent of Mid-Hudson Valley residents own their own homes 
while 30% of residents rent.  These proportions are similar to those found in the 2007 
study.  A majority, 53%, of Mid-Hudson Valley residents say paying for housing each 
month causes at least a good deal of financial strain.   

A notable proportion of those who rent, 43%, are interested in buying a home.  
However, this interest in homeownership has declined since five years ago.  What has 
not changed since 2007 is that the majority of renters continue to think owning a home 
is beyond their means.  Sixty percent of residents who rent believe it is unlikely they 
will be able to buy a home.  This includes 33% who say it is not likely at all.  In addition, 
a majority of renters, 56%, say they are likely to leave the Mid-Hudson Valley if they 
cannot buy a home in the region.   

When it comes to work, Mid-Hudson Valley employees put in their fair share of hours at 
the workplace – and then some.  Seventy-two percent of employed residents work forty 
hours or more weekly, including 17% who work upwards of sixty hours.  On average, 
employed residents spend 43.8 hours a week earning a living, up slightly from 2007 
when the average work week was 43.1 hours.  The typical commute has increased 
since 2007 to just over half an hour. 

Perhaps the most striking figure is that 76% of workers say if they were to lose their 
job, it would be difficult to find a similar position a comparable distance from home.  In 
2007, 61% of residents said the same.  Worries over employment reflect a general 
anxiety in the region about job opportunities becoming increasingly elusive. 
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Certain households in the Mid-Hudson Valley have a particularly hard time making 
ends meet.  Low income households, especially those with children, have faced an 
alarmingly high number of economic hardships in the past year, including the inability 
to pay for food, utilities, housing, or medical costs.  In fact, about one-third of low 
income households with children have had trouble paying for three or more of these 
necessities. 

At the same time, 28% of the Mid-Hudson Valley is reasonably well-off, earning in 
excess of $100,000 a year.  Nonetheless, some of these higher income residents also 
report facing hardships, and a majority, despite their earnings, characterize the region 
as unaffordable. 

Some Mid-Hudson Valley residents find the financial burden of living in the region so 
cumbersome that they plan to relocate.  More than three in ten residents, 31%, say 
they do not think they will still be in Mid-Hudson Valley five years from now.  In 2007, 
29% reported they planned to relocate in the next five years.  Nearly six in ten of those 
who plan to leave the region cite an economic reason when explaining their decision to 
leave.  This is an increase from five years ago when half of residents planning to leave 
said they would do so because of cost.   

Is the Mid-Hudson Valley Economy Improving? 
Most residents do not foresee big changes when it comes to the Mid-Hudson Valley 
economy.  54% percent of residents think the economy in the Mid-Hudson Valley is not 
getting better or worse, but staying about the same.  However, the pessimists 
outnumber the optimists.  30% of residents think the economy is getting worse, while 
only 16% think it is getting better. 

These opinions are reflected in each of the counties, with some minor exceptions.  In 
almost every county, the majority of residents say the economy is staying about the 
same.  The only exception is Sullivan County, where 49% of residents share this view.  
Residents of Sullivan County are also the most pessimistic.  Forty-one percent believe 
the economy is getting worse and only 10% say it is getting better.  In contrast, 
Columbia County residents have a relatively more positive outlook than other residents 
in the region: 22% say the economy is getting better, while 25% say it is in decline. 
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Getting better Getting worse Staying about the same
Row % Row % Row %

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 16% 30% 54%
Columbia County 2012 22% 25% 53%
Dutchess County 2012 20% 27% 54%
Greene County 2012 13% 34% 53%
Orange County 2012 14% 31% 55%
Putnam County 2012 18% 29% 54%
Ulster County 2012 12% 33% 55%
Sullivan County 2012 10% 41% 49%

5 years or less 19% 23% 58%
6 to 10 years 15% 25% 59%
Over 10 years 15% 33% 52%
Male 18% 29% 53%
Female 13% 32% 55%
18 to 30 18% 28% 54%
31 to 44 14% 31% 55%
45 to 59 14% 34% 52%
60 or older 17% 28% 56%

Pre-retirement Age 50 to 64 15% 32% 53%
Less than $30,000 13% 33% 54%
$30,000 to just under 
$50,000

13% 30% 57%

$50,000 or more 18% 28% 54%
$100,000 or more 20% 28% 52%
Not College Graduate 14% 33% 53%
College Graduate 18% 25% 56%
White 16% 29% 55%
African American 14% 35% 51%
Latino 13% 31% 56%
Children in household 15% 31% 55%
No children in 
household

16% 30% 54%

Plan to stay in the Mid-
Hudson Valley

17% 26% 56%

Plan to move 
someplace else

12% 38% 50%

16% 30% 55%
13% 36% 51%
14% 34% 52%
12% 36% 53%

Direction of the Economy                                                                                           Many Voices One Valley 2012

Financially at risk immediately
Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship

Education

Race

Children in 
Household

Five years from 
now, plans to stay 
or move

Employed

Age

Income

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Right now do you think the Mid-Hudson Valley economy is getting 
better, getting worse, or staying about the same?

Length of residence

Gender
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Rating Personal Family Finances 
Residents’ expectations for family finances echo their expectations for the economy in 
one respect: the majority, 52%, believes their personal situations will stay about the 
same.  However, unlike predictions about the economy, the optimists outweigh the 
pessimists.  35% of residents expect their family finances to improve while only 12% 
expect them to get worse. 

 In all counties, approximately half of residents predict little change in their family 
finances in the coming months.  Again, Sullivan County has the lowest proportion of 
residents, 47%, who believes their personal finances will be steady state.  This time 
though, Sullivan County also has the highest proportion of optimists.  39% of residents 
expect their family finances to improve.  The least pessimistic area is Columbia 
County, where only 9% of residents think their personal finances will get worse. 

How Affordable Is Life in the Mid-Hudson Region? 

Rating the affordability of the region 
The opinion that the Mid-Hudson Valley is not an affordable place to live for the 
average family is commonly held among residents of the region.  Sixty-one percent of 
residents say the Mid-Hudson 
Valley is unaffordable, including 
more than one in ten residents, 
11%, who describe the region 
as not affordable at all. 

At the county level, there are 
several modest differences.  
About six in ten residents in 
Dutchess, Orange, and Sullivan 
Counties describe the region as 
not affordable.  Fifty-six percent of Columbia County residents agree.  Residents of 
Greene County are the least likely to express this view.  Still, a majority of residents in 
the county, 52%, believe the region is not affordable.  Residents of Putnam and Ulster 
Counties are the most likely to say the area is unaffordable.  Sixty-eight percent of 
Putnam County residents and 67% of Ulster County residents share this view. 
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Get better Get worse Stay about the same
Row % Row % Row %

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 35% 12% 52%
Columbia County 2012 34% 9% 57%
Dutchess County 2012 33% 12% 55%
Greene County 2012 34% 16% 50%
Orange County 2012 38% 11% 51%
Putnam County 2012 32% 14% 53%
Ulster County 2012 35% 13% 51%
Sullivan County 2012 39% 14% 47%

5 years or less 49% 6% 44%
6 to 10 years 42% 11% 47%
Over 10 years 31% 14% 55%
Male 37% 12% 51%
Female 33% 13% 53%
18 to 30 48% 6% 46%
31 to 44 48% 12% 40%
45 to 59 32% 14% 54%
60 or older 16% 16% 68%

Pre-retirement Age 50 to 64 26% 16% 58%
Less than $30,000 40% 13% 48%
$30,000 to just under 
$50,000

38% 13% 49%

$50,000 or more 34% 11% 55%
$100,000 or more 35% 10% 55%
Not College Graduate 36% 13% 51%
College Graduate 33% 11% 56%
White 30% 13% 56%
African American 59% 7% 35%
Latino 51% 8% 41%
Children in household 44% 11% 45%
No children in 
household

29% 14% 57%

Plan to stay in the Mid-
Hudson Valley

34% 12% 54%

Plan to move 
someplace else

39% 13% 49%

37% 12% 51%
39% 15% 46%
36% 13% 51%
41% 15% 44%

Age

Income

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

In the coming year, do you expect your personal family finances to 
get better, get worse, or stay about the same?

Length of residence

Gender

Personal Finances                                                                                                   Many Voices One Valley 2012

Financially at risk immediately
Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship

Education

Race

Children in 
Household

Five years from 
now, plans to stay 
or move

Employed
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Very affordable Affordable
Not very 

affordable
Not affordable 

at all
Row % Row % Row % Row %

2012 1% 37% 50% 11%
2007 2% 35% 52% 12%
2012 1% 43% 46% 10%
2007 2% 39% 49% 10%
2012 1% 41% 49% 10%
2007 1% 37% 50% 12%
2012 2% 46% 45% 7%
2007 2% 47% 38% 12%
2012 1% 37% 51% 11%
2007 3% 33% 52% 12%
2012 1% 31% 60% 8%
2007 1% 31% 59% 10%
2012 1% 32% 52% 15%
2007 2% 32% 54% 12%
2012 2% 39% 41% 18%
2007 0% 37% 50% 14%

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Cost of Living: Trend                                                                  Many Voices One Valley 2012

Greene County

 

Overall, would you describe the cost of living in the Mid-Hudson 
Valley for the average family as very affordable, affordable, not 

very affordable, or not affordable at all?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County
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Very affordable Affordable
Not very 

affordable
Not affordable 

at all
Row % Row % Row % Row %

1% 37% 50% 11%
5 years or less 3% 42% 47% 8%
6 to 10 years 1% 45% 44% 11%
Over 10 years 1% 35% 52% 12%
Male 1% 39% 49% 11%
Female 2% 36% 51% 12%
18 to 30 2% 49% 41% 8%
31 to 44 1% 36% 49% 14%
45 to 59 1% 31% 55% 14%
60 or older 2% 37% 54% 8%
Under 45 1% 42% 45% 11%
45 or older 1% 33% 54% 11%

Pre-retirement 
Age

50 to 64 1% 31% 56% 12%

Under 65 1% 37% 50% 12%
65 or older 2% 39% 52% 7%
Less than $30,000 2% 33% 48% 17%
$30,000 to just under 
$50,000

1% 35% 50% 13%

$50,000 or more 1% 39% 52% 8%
$100,000 or more 1% 41% 50% 8%
Less than $30,000 2% 33% 48% 17%
$30,000 or more 1% 38% 51% 9%
Less than $15,000 3% 31% 45% 21%
$15,000 or more 1% 38% 51% 10%
Less than HS 3% 50% 31% 15%
High School 1% 34% 50% 14%
Some College 1% 33% 55% 11%
College 1% 39% 50% 10%
Graduate-
Professional

2% 44% 50% 4%

White 1% 36% 53% 10%
African American 3% 42% 36% 19%
Latino 1% 44% 45% 10%
Children in household 1% 38% 50% 12%

No children in 
household

2% 37% 50% 11%

Plan to stay in the 
Mid-Hudson Valley

1% 42% 49% 8%

Plan to move 
someplace else

2% 28% 53% 17%

1% 31% 55% 14%
1% 33% 53% 12%
1% 25% 57% 17%

Income

Age

Age

Age

Income

Income

Overall, would you describe the cost of living in the Mid-Hudson 
Valley for the average family as very affordable, affordable, not 

very affordable, or not affordable at all?

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012
Length of 
residence

Gender

Cost of Living: Demography                                                                        Many Voices One Valley 2012

Financially at risk immediately
Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship

Education

Race

Children in 
Household

Five years from 
now, plans to 
stay or move
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The general belief that the region is not affordable has not shifted much over the past 
five years.  In 2007, 64% of Mid-Hudson Valley residents said the region was not 
affordable, compared with 61% now. 

At the county level, there has been little change in residents’ perceptions of the area’s 
affordability in the past five years.  In 2012 and 2007, similar proportions of residents in 
Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, Orange, Putnam and Ulster Counties said the cost of 
living was not affordable.  Sullivan County is the exception.  Fifty-nine percent of 
Sullivan County residents currently say the region is unaffordable, a modest five 
percentage point decline from 64% five years ago. 

Many Mid-Hudson Valley residents say their households earn enough money to get by 
and then some.  This includes 35% of residents who say they live comfortably, and 
30% who have enough money to meet their basic needs with a little left over for extras.  
On the other hand, a notable 
34% are having a difficult time 
making ends meet.  This 
includes 27% of residents who 
say they are just able to make 
payments on basic expenses 
and 7% who say they don’t 
have enough to meet basic 
needs.  

At least a majority of residents in all counties say they are able to make ends meet with 
some money left over.  In Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, and Ulster Counties, about two-
thirds of residents report being at least able to meet basic expenses with a little 
remaining for extras.  Columbia County residents are the most positive about their 
finances, with 71% of residents saying they have more than enough to pay their bills.  
In contrast, only 54% of residents in Sullivan County report such a positive financial 
situation.  Thirty-five percent of Sullivan County residents say they are just able to meet 
basic expenses, and 11% say they are unable to do so. 
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Live 
comfortably

Meet your basic 
needs with a little 
left over for extras

Just meet your 
basic expenses

Don't have enough 
to meet your basic 

expenses
Row % Row % Row % Row %

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 35% 30% 27% 7%
Columbia County 2012 38% 33% 23% 6%
Dutchess County 2012 36% 32% 26% 7%
Greene County 2012 35% 27% 30% 8%
Orange County 2012 36% 29% 28% 8%
Putnam County 2012 37% 29% 29% 5%
Ulster County 2012 34% 34% 24% 8%
Sullivan County 2012 29% 25% 35% 11%

5 years or less 34% 26% 31% 9%
6 to 10 years 35% 30% 27% 8%
Over 10 years 36% 31% 27% 7%
Male 37% 30% 27% 6%
Female 33% 30% 28% 8%
18 to 30 40% 30% 26% 4%
31 to 44 27% 36% 29% 8%
45 to 59 33% 28% 29% 10%
60 or older 43% 27% 24% 7%

Pre-retirement Age 50 to 64 35% 28% 28% 9%
Less than $30,000 15% 23% 42% 20%
$30,000 to just under 
$50,000

23% 34% 36% 7%

$50,000 or more 46% 32% 19% 3%
$100,000 or more 58% 31% 10% 1%
Not College Graduate 29% 29% 32% 9%
College Graduate 46% 32% 19% 4%
White 38% 31% 25% 6%
African American 26% 23% 34% 17%
Latino 32% 24% 35% 9%
Children in household 30% 34% 29% 7%
No children in 
household

39% 28% 26% 7%

Plan to stay in the Mid-
Hudson Valley

36% 32% 26% 6%

Plan to move 
someplace else

35% 26% 28% 10%

36% 33% 26% 5%
20% 20% 33% 27%
20% 33% 38% 9%
10% 25% 47% 18%

Making Ends Meet                                                                                              Many Voices One Valley 2012

Financially at risk immediately
Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship

Education

Race

Children in 
Household

Five years from 
now, plans to stay 
or move

Employed

Age

Income

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

How would you describe your household financial situation? 
Would you say you:

Length of residence

Gender
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The Issues 

Affording transportation 

The cost of gasoline 
The cost of gasoline is an economic burden for many Mid-Hudson Valley residents.  
Nearly four of five residents, 79%, say the cost of gasoline stretches their budgets.  
Forty-six percent of residents say paying for gasoline puts a great deal of strain on their 
finances, and an additional 33% say this expense causes a good amount of strain.  In 
2007, the amount of pain at the pump was similar at 77%. 

The cost of gasoline is a major hardship for more than seven in ten residents in all 
seven counties.  Residents of Greene, Putnam, and Sullivan Counties perceive this 
expense as especially burdensome.   

Not surprisingly, employed residents with longer commutes, between thirty-one and 
sixty minutes, report more financial concern due to gasoline costs than other 
commuters.  Fifty-four percent of these commuters experience a great deal of financial 
pressure to pay for the cost of gasoline.  This compares with 39% of employed 
residents who travel less than fifteen minutes and 46% of those who commute fifteen 
to thirty minutes.  Interestingly, among those who travel an hour or longer, 48% report 
they feel a great deal of financial strain. 

Looking at residents who have experienced at least one economic hardship during the 
past year, 62% point to gas prices as adding to their financial difficulties.  This 
proportion is unchanged from 2007.   

Households earning less than $30,000, 54%, are also more likely than Mid-Hudson 
Valley residents overall, 46% to feel the pain at the pump and report that gasoline puts 
a great deal of pressure on their finances.   

The cost of public transportation 
The cost of mass transit does not cause financial difficulties for most Mid-Hudson 
Valley residents mainly due to the fact that many residents do not use it.   

A number of groups disproportionately say public transportation costs strain their 
finances a great deal.  These groups include minorities, low income households, 
unemployed residents, and single parents. 

 



15 

 

 

 

A great deal A good amount Not very much None at all
Row % Row % Row % Row %

2012 46% 33% 14% 7%
2007 45% 32% 16% 7%
2012 38% 34% 21% 7%
2007 50% 30% 15% 5%
2012 45% 32% 15% 8%
2007 43% 33% 17% 7%
2012 57% 27% 11% 4%
2007 58% 24% 11% 7%
2012 44% 35% 13% 7%
2007 44% 33% 16% 8%
2012 48% 32% 14% 6%
2007 48% 30% 13% 8%
2012 43% 35% 15% 7%
2007 40% 31% 20% 8%
2012 54% 26% 12% 7%
2007 56% 27% 12% 5%

59% 22% 10% 9%
Income Less than 

$30,000
54% 28% 10% 9%

62% 27% 7% 5%
46% 34% 15% 5%

46% 34% 15% 5%
Under 15 
minutes

39% 37% 17% 7%

15 to 30 
minutes

46% 35% 13% 5%

31 to 60 
minutes

54% 28% 13% 5%

Over one 
hour

48% 33% 16% 3%

Financial Strain: The Cost of Gasoline                                             Many Voices One Valley 2012

Greene County

Mid-Hudson Valley Employed 2012
Employed
Commute time

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Employed

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012
Financially at risk immediately

Faced economic hardship

 

Thinking about an average month, how much financial strain does 
each of the following put on your family budget: a great deal of 

financial strain, a good amount, not very much, or none at all: The 
cost of gasoline?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County
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More workers who use public 
transportation to get to and 
from work are feeling the 
financial burden than in the 
past.  Nearly two-thirds of 
commuters who take mass 
transit, 65%, experience at 
least a good amount of 
financial strain on their 
family’s budget from this cost.  
This compares with 54% who 
reported a similar burden five years ago.  

 

A great deal A good amount Not very much None at all Does not apply
Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %

2012 5% 5% 11% 39% 41%
2007 3% 4% 10% 36% 46%
2012 2% 3% 9% 41% 45%
2007 2% 3% 7% 36% 52%
2012 4% 5% 13% 42% 35%
2007 3% 4% 11% 37% 46%
2012 2% 6% 5% 34% 52%
2007 1% 2% 8% 36% 53%
2012 7% 5% 11% 39% 38%
2007 4% 6% 10% 36% 43%
2012 3% 7% 12% 35% 42%
2007 3% 4% 11% 36% 46%
2012 2% 5% 10% 39% 45%
2007 3% 3% 12% 36% 46%
2012 7% 3% 6% 32% 53%
2007 6% 4% 8% 32% 51%

4% 4% 10% 42% 41%

30% 35% 19% 14% 3%

Financial Strain: The Cost of Public Transportation                                            Many Voices One Valley 2012

Greene County

 

Thinking about an average month, how much financial strain does each of the 
following put on your family budget: a great deal of financial strain, a good 

amount, not very much, or none at all: The cost of public transportation such as 
buses or trains?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Mid-Hudson Valley Employed 2012
Commute to Work: 
Public Transportation

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012
Employed
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Affording property taxes 

The cost of property taxes 
Many Mid-Hudson Valley residents struggle to pay their property taxes.  Sixty percent 
of residents think these costs are burdensome.  This is similarto2007 when the same 
proportion, 58%, agreed. 

Looking at homeowners in the region, 75% say these costs are considerable, including 
39% who say property taxes greatly strain their finances and 36% who say property 
taxes cause a good amount of strain.  Here, too, there has been little change from five 
years ago when 73% reported these expenses were a burden.   

As mentioned earlier, there are 
differences between counties on 
this measure.  In Putnam 
County, 81% of homeowners 
say the burden of property taxes 
is considerable including 44% 
who characterize property taxes 
as a great financial strain.  In all 
other counties, more than seven 
in ten homeowners cite property 
taxes as a financial stressor. 

Taxes matter 
Although many residents in the Mid-Hudson Valley consider reducing taxes to be a 
concern in the region, its importance has diminished.  42% of residents living in the 
Mid-Hudson Valley call the issue their top priority, giving it an average score of 10 out 
of a possible high of 10.  Tax reduction, however, is ranked sixth and receives an 
average rating of 7.4.  This is a decrease since 2007 when residents thought the issue 
to be more pressing.  At that time, it ranked third and had a mean score of 7.9. 

In all seven counties, the issue of tax reduction has declined in both rank and average 
score.  Reducing taxes is still of greater importance in Putnam County where it places 
third.  The issue’s average score is 7.2.  However, in 2007, the issue was the top 
priority for residents of Putnam County, and its average score was 8.1. 
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A great deal A good amount Not very much None at all Does not apply
Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %

2012 39% 36% 16% 8% 2%
2007 38% 35% 18% 7% 2%
2012 34% 37% 18% 8% 3%
2007 36% 35% 21% 6% 2%
2012 35% 36% 19% 9% 2%
2007 34% 35% 19% 8% 4%
2012 31% 40% 21% 8% 1%
2007 27% 37% 26% 8% 2%
2012 40% 37% 14% 8% 1%
2007 37% 38% 17% 6% 1%
2012 44% 37% 12% 6% 1%
2007 51% 29% 13% 6% 0%
2012 42% 33% 16% 8% 1%
2007 40% 33% 19% 6% 2%
2012 41% 30% 18% 7% 3%
2007 37% 30% 19% 11% 2%

Less than 
$30,000

47% 30% 14% 6% 3%

$30,000 to 
just under 
$50,000

43% 34% 16% 6% 1%

$50,000 or 
more

36% 38% 16% 9% 1%

18 to 30 23% 43% 24% 5% 4%
31 to 44 44% 33% 14% 8% 1%
45 to 59 42% 36% 14% 7% 1%
60 or older 35% 35% 18% 9% 2%
White 37% 37% 17% 8% 2%
African 
American

42% 35% 18% 3% 2%

Latino 42% 36% 12% 9% 1%

Dutchess County

Income

Age

Financial Strain: The Cost of Property Taxes Among Homeowners                             Many Voices One Valley 2012

Race

Greene County

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Mid-Hudson Valley Homeowners

 

Thinking about an average month, how much financial strain does each of the 
following put on your family budget: a great deal of financial strain, a good 

amount, not very much, or none at all: Property taxes?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County
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Priorities MHV
 2012

MHV
2007

MHV
2002

Keeping businesses in the 
area

8.0 7.9 7.9

Creating more jobs 7.9 7.6 7.5

Improving the quality of the 
public schools

7.6 7.8 7.8

Making health care 
more affordable  

7.5 8.0 7.7

Providing services for 
senior citizens

7.4 7.6 7.5

Reducing taxes 7.4 7.9 7.3

Making your community safer 7.3 7.5 7.2

Making health insurance 
easier to get

7.3 7.7 7.4

Providing more after-school 
activities

7.1 7.4 7.3

Protecting open space 7.0 7.4 7.3

Improving relations between 
different racial and ethnic 
groups

6.7 7.2 7.2

Providing more affordable, 
quality child care

6.6 6.9 6.8

Increasing the amount of 
affordable housing

6.5 7.1 6.5

Supporting the arts and 
providing more cultural events

6.5 6.8 6.5

Reducing homelessness 6.4 6.2 6.0

Increasing or improving public 
transportation

6.1 6.4 6.1

Increasing the number of 
public areas 6.1 6.4 6.2

MHV Priorities: Reducing Taxes Trend                                                     Many Voices One Valley 2012
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Affording housing 

The cost of housing    
A majority of Mid-Hudson Valley residents, 53%, struggle to pay for housing.  This 
includes one in four residents who report their rent or mortgage payment causes a 
great deal of strain and another 28% who say it causes a good deal of difficulty.  The 
proportion of residents who feel the strain of meeting their monthly housing expenses 
is identical to that reported in 2007, when 53% also said their rent or mortgage 
presented significant financial strain on their budget. 

At the county level, residents 
of Putnam County are more 
likely to feel the financial 
pressure from their monthly 
housing expenses than 
residents from the other six 
counties.  Sixty percent of 
Putnam County residents say 
paying the rent or mortgage 
strains their family budget, 
including 30% who report a 

Priorities Reducing Taxes

Columbia County 2012 7.1
2007 7.7
2002 7.0

Dutchess County 2012 7.5
2007 7.7
2002 7.1

Greene County 2012 7.4
2007 7.5
2002 7.0

Orange County 2012 7.6
2007 8.0
2002 7.4

Putnam County 2012 7.2
2007 8.1
2002 7.6

Ulster County 2012 7.1
2007 7.9
2002 7.1

Sullivan County 2012 7.1
2007 7.8

Reducing Taxes by County               Many Voices One Valley 2012
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great deal of stress on their household finances.  At the other end of the spectrum, only 
43% of Columbia County residents say they are stressed over housing costs, including 
14% who say these payments cause a great deal of strain.  In addition, the proportion 
of Columbia County residents who say they experience no financial strain because of 
housing costs has increased.  In 2012, 23% of Columbia County residents said their 
rent or mortgage payments are not a cause of financial stress at all while 16% said this 
in 2007.  Greene County has experienced a slight decline among residents who worry 
about paying their rent or mortgage, as well.  Forty-four percent of residents 
experience financial difficulty due to housing costs compared with 49% in 2007.   

In Orange County, there has been an increase in the proportion of residents who feel 
financial pressure to meet their rent or mortgage payments.  Fifty-nine percent say this 
is the case now while 54% did so in 2007. 

Regardless of income level, at least half of residents experience at least some financial 
pressure because of their rent or mortgage.  55% of residents who earn less than 
$15,000 annually, report they feel a financial burden while the same proportion, 55%, 
of those who make $100,000 or more say the same.  These findings are similar to 
those revealed in 2007. 

Nearly three in four residents who faced an economic hardship at least once during the 
last year, 74%, also feel the pressure of paying their rent or mortgage each month.  
Among these residents, 46% say they experience a great deal of economic stress from 
housing costs. 

Households with children, especially those with young children, are hit hard by the 
financial burden of their rent or mortgage.  About two-thirds of households with 
children, including 71% of those with children under the age of five, say they are 
financially strapped when it comes to paying their rent or mortgage.  Forty-five percent 
of households without children also experience a similar level of financial anxiety.  
These proportions are little changed from 2007. 

Housing costs are particularly difficult for residents between the ages of 31 and 44.  
Nearly seven in ten residents, 68%, say their rent or mortgage stretches their family’s 
budget.  This is relatively unchanged from 2007.  While residents older than sixty are 
the least impacted, the proportion of those who report having at least a good amount of 
financial stress has increased slightly over the last five years.  In 2007, 25% reported 
this to be the case while 31% do so now.  Among those who are 45 to 59 years old, 
there has been little change.  Fifty-eight percent of these residents report paying their 
rent or mortgage puts pressure on their household budget compared with 56% in 2007. 
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A great deal A good amount Not very much None at all Does not apply
Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %

25% 28% 17% 17% 12%
Less than 
$15,000

34% 21% 21% 13% 12%

$15,000 to just 
under $30,000

26% 24% 13% 20% 17%

$30,000 to just 
under $50,000

29% 27% 13% 17% 15%

$50,000 to just 
under $75,000

26% 28% 15% 19% 12%

$75,000 to just 
under $100,000

25% 32% 16% 15% 11%

$100,000 or more 21% 34% 20% 17% 7%
46% 28% 12% 7% 7%

Children in 
household

34% 32% 18% 11% 6%

No children in 
household

19% 26% 16% 22% 17%

40% 31% 13% 9% 6%
18 to 30 26% 30% 21% 12% 10%
31 to 44 36% 32% 18% 12% 3%
45 to 59 26% 32% 17% 17% 8%
60 or older 13% 18% 13% 28% 28%
White 23% 29% 16% 18% 14%
African American 30% 21% 21% 22% 6%
Latino 38% 29% 18% 10% 6%

Financial Strain: Your Rent or Mortgage: Demography                                              Many Voices One Valley 2012

Faced economic hardship

Household with children under 5

Race

Thinking about an average month, how much financial strain does each of the 
following put on your family budget: a great deal of financial strain, a good 

amount, not very much, or none at all: Your rent or mortgage?

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012
Income

Children in 
Household

Age

A great deal A good amount Not very much None at all Does not apply
Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %

2012 25% 28% 17% 17% 12%
2007 23% 30% 18% 17% 12%
2012 14% 29% 17% 23% 17%
2007 17% 34% 18% 16% 16%
2012 25% 26% 21% 19% 9%
2007 22% 29% 18% 20% 11%
2012 20% 24% 16% 23% 17%
2007 18% 31% 18% 20% 14%
2012 28% 31% 16% 15% 11%
2007 24% 30% 20% 16% 10%
2012 30% 30% 16% 14% 11%
2007 27% 33% 16% 16% 9%
2012 23% 29% 15% 19% 14%
2007 23% 27% 18% 17% 15%
2012 25% 26% 14% 17% 18%
2007 21% 28% 18% 18% 15%

Greene County

Financial Strain: Your Rent or Mortgage: Trend                                                         Many Voices One Valley 2012

 

Thinking about an average month, how much financial strain does each of the 
following put on your family budget: a great deal of financial strain, a good 

amount, not very much, or none at all: Your rent or mortgage?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County
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While about two-thirds of African American and Latino residents reported financial 
stress due to housing costs in 2007, the proportion of African Americans who feel this 
way has declined to 51%.  Fifty-two percent of white residents say their rent or 
mortgage is causing them at least a good amount of financial stress.  67% of Latino 
residents currently share this view. 

The cost of utilities  
Paying for heat and electricity is a burden for many residents in the Mid-Hudson Valley.  
Sixty-seven percent of people in the region describe these costs as weighing heavily 
on their finances.  Included here are 29% who say these costs put a great strain on 
their budget. 

The burden of utility payments is felt throughout the region.  More than six in ten 
residents in every county say heat 
and electricity costs cause 
substantial financial strain.  At the 
extremes are Orange County 
residents, 72% of whom say 
utilities present considerable 
difficulties, and Dutchess County 
residents, 62% of whom say the 
same.  Sullivan County is home to 
the largest proportion of residents, 
37%, who say utility costs pose a great burden. 

Looking at income, 75% of Mid-Hudson Valley residents who earn less than $30,000 
annually feel the financial pinch due to the expense of utility costs.  This includes 41% 
who experience a great deal of financial strain and 34% who undergo a good amount 
of economic stress.  The proportion of residents who are financially burdened by utility 
costs is similar to the proportion who reported the same in 2007.  At that time, 73% of 
residents who earn less than $30,000 a year said they were financially strained by 
these expenses. 

Since 2007, the strain of utility payments has slightly increased across the Mid-Hudson 
Valley as a whole.  Five years ago, 63% of residents said heat and electricity costs 
presented a considerable burden, four points lower than the proportion of residents in 
2012.  This increase is accounted for by the proportion of people who say these costs 
cause a major strain.  In 2012, 29% of people in the region say utilities present major 
problems compared with 25% in 2007. 
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At the county level, a greater proportion of residents in Orange, Putnam, and Ulster 
Counties report heat and electricity costs burden their finances in 2012 compared with 
2007.  In Columbia County, there was a modest decrease in the proportion of residents 
who experience financial stress.  

 

Housing matters: homeowners 
Seventy percent of Mid-Hudson Valley residents are homeowners.  Putnam County 
has the highest rate of homeownership in the Mid-Hudson region. Seventy-nine 
percent of Putnam County residents own their homes.  More than two-thirds of 
residents in the other six counties are homeowners, except for Sullivan County where 
63% of residents own their own homes. 

The proportion of homeowners in the region is essentially unchanged since 2007 when 
71% of Mid-Hudson Valley residents said they owned their own homes.  In nearly all of 

A great deal A good amount Not very much None at all
Row % Row % Row % Row %

2012 29% 38% 23% 10%
2007 25% 38% 26% 11%
2012 23% 41% 27% 10%
2007 24% 45% 22% 9%
2012 25% 37% 24% 13%
2007 24% 37% 27% 13%
2012 31% 34% 25% 10%
2007 29% 34% 26% 11%
2012 32% 40% 19% 9%
2007 26% 39% 25% 10%
2012 26% 39% 26% 9%
2007 21% 36% 32% 11%
2012 27% 42% 24% 7%
2007 27% 34% 27% 12%
2012 37% 29% 22% 13%
2007 29% 39% 21% 11%

Income Less than 
$30,000

41% 34% 17% 8%

34% 42% 4% 20%
44% 36% 13% 7%
38% 39% 17% 5%
47% 36% 13% 5%

Household public assistance
Household looking for work
Faced economic hardship
Financial Strain: Heat & Electricity                                                    Many Voices One Valley 2012

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Greene County

Working poor

 

Thinking about an average month, how much financial strain does 
each of the following put on your family budget: a great deal of 
financial strain, a good amount, not very much, or none at all: 

Heat and electricity?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County
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the counties, the proportion of 
homeowners in 2012 is similar to that 
reported in 2007.  Again, the lone 
exception is Sullivan County, where the 
proportion of homeowners has dropped 
over the past five years.  In 2007, 73% 
of Sullivan County residents said they 
owned their own homes.  In 2012, the 
percentage of homeowners is ten points 
lower. 

Like 2007, older residents and those with higher incomes tend to be homeowners.  
Residents who have lived in their community for more than a decade and those who do 
not have any intentions to move out of the area are also more likely to own their home.  
Registered voters are more likely to be homeowners than those who are not. 

 

 

Own Rent
Row % Row %

2012 70% 30%
2007 71% 29%
2012 73% 27%
2007 72% 28%
2012 68% 32%
2007 69% 31%
2012 72% 28%
2007 71% 29%
2012 68% 32%
2007 68% 32%
2012 79% 21%
2007 80% 20%
2012 71% 29%
2007 70% 30%
2012 63% 37%
2007 73% 27%

Greene County

Homeownership: Trend                                                Many Voices One Valley 2012

 
Do you own your own home or do you rent?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County
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Own Rent
Row % Row %

70% 30%
Male 72% 28%
Female 68% 32%
Under 45 53% 47%
45 or older 84% 16%
Under 35 37% 63%
35 or older 81% 19%
White 76% 24%
African American 38% 62%
Latino 50% 50%
5 years or less 52% 48%
6 to 10 years 66% 34%
Over 10 years 74% 26%
Plan to stay in the Mid-Hudson 
Valley

76% 24%

Plan to move someplace else 55% 45%
Yes 74% 26%
No 42% 58%

Civic Involvement Yes 75% 25%
Less than $30,000 39% 61%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 61% 39%
$50,000 or more 82% 18%
$50,000 to just under $75,000 72% 28%
$75,000 or more 87% 13%

75% 25%
53% 47%
61% 39%
65% 35%
52% 48%
37% 63%
69% 31%
25% 75%
58% 42%

Homeownership: Demography                                                                Many Voices One Valley 2012

Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship
Household Public Assistance

Low income household with children 
Single parent household

Children in Household

Financially at risk immediately

Five years from now, 
plans to stay or move

Voter Registration

Income

Age

Race

Length of residence

Employed
Household looking for work

Do you own your own home or do you rent?

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012
Gender

Age
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Proportion of mortgages under water  
A substantial proportion of Mid-Hudson Valley residents have been hit hard by the 
housing crisis.  Although more than seven in ten homeowners in this region do not owe 
an amount on their mortgages that exceeds the amount for which they could sell their 
homes, a notable proportion, 29%, say the balance on their mortgage is greater than 
the value of their home.  This issue is most widespread in Orange County where 36% 
of residents say their mortgages are under water.  This issue is least prevalent in 
Greene County where 19% say they owe more on their home than they could get by 
selling it. 

Housing matters: people who rent   
Thirty percent of Mid-Hudson Valley residents rent their home.  Putnam County has the 
smallest proportion of renters, 21%, and 
Sullivan County has the highest, 37%.  
In the five other counties in the region, 
the rate of renters hovers around 30%. 

When it comes to the proportion of 
renters in the Mid-Hudson Valley, not 
much has changed since 2007 when 
29% reported they rent their home.  
Looking at individual counties, the 
proportion of renters in 2012 resembles that of 2007 most everywhere.  However, 
Sullivan County is the exception: the proportion of renters in the county has increased 
over the past five years, from 27% to 37%. 

Reflecting 2007 trends, residents with lower incomes are more likely to rent their 
homes.  Sixty-one percent of those who earn less than $30,000 annually are renters.  
In addition, 63% percent of households who have received public assistance within the 
last year also rent.  This is more than double the proportion of Mid-Hudson Valley 
residents overall, 30%, who do not own their home.  Renters are slightly more 
economically vulnerable than Mid-Hudson Valley residents as a whole.  Thirty-nine 
percent of residents who say they will run out of money immediately if they lose their 
job and 35% of those who say they will run out of money within three months if they 
become unemployed, do not own their home.  Nearly half of residents in the region 
who have experienced an economic hardship, 48%, rent the place where they live. 
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Yes, owe more No
Row % Row %

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 29% 71%
Columbia County 2012 20% 80%
Dutchess County 2012 28% 72%
Greene County 2012 19% 81%
Orange County 2012 36% 64%
Putnam County 2012 24% 76%
Ulster County 2012 26% 74%
Sullivan County 2012 29% 71%

5 years or less 51% 49%
6 to 10 years 42% 58%
Over 10 years 22% 78%
Male 29% 71%
Female 29% 71%
18 to 30 38% 62%
31 to 44 41% 59%
45 to 59 24% 76%
60 or older 16% 84%

Pre-retirement Age 50 to 64 21% 79%
Less than $30,000 33% 67%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 30% 70%
$50,000 or more 29% 71%
$100,000 or more 26% 74%
Not College Graduate 33% 67%
College Graduate 25% 75%
White 24% 76%
African American 61% 39%
Latino 51% 49%
Children in household 36% 64%
No children in household 22% 78%
Plan to stay in the Mid-Hudson 
Valley

26% 74%

Plan to move someplace else 37% 63%
29% 71%
51% 49%
40% 60%
49% 51%

Mid-Hudson Valley Homeowners

Age

Income

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Thinking about how much you could sell your home for today 
and how much you still owe on your home, do you currently 
owe more on your home than you could sell it for today, or 

not? If you do not have a mortgage, please say so.

Length of residence

Gender

Underwater Mortgages: Homeowners                                                                      Many Voices One Valley 2012

Financially at risk immediately
Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship

Education

Race

Children in 
Household

Five years from 
now, plans to stay 
or move
Employed
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Renters are also less likely to be 
connected to their community.  
While 26% of registered voters rent, 
58% of those who are not registered 
to vote say the same.  When it 
comes to civic involvement, 25% of 
those who are involved in their 
community do not own their home. 

Newcomers to the region are also 
more likely to rent.  Forty-eight percent of those who have lived in the area for five 
years or less are renters compared with 34% of residents who have called the region 
“home” for six to ten years and 26% who have lived in the Mid-Hudson Valley for more 
than ten years.  Residents who plan to move somewhere else in the next five years are 
more likely to rent as well. 

Younger residents have a tendency to be renters as opposed to homeowners.  Sixty-
three percent of those under the age of 35 rent.  This compares with only 19% of 
residents who are 35 and older. 

Looking at ethnicity, more African Americans, 62%, rent their home compared with 
Latino, 50%, and white, 24%, residents. 

Thirty-one percent of households with children rent their home.  A notable 42% of 
single parents and 75% of low income households with children report they do the 
same. 

Renting but hoping to own  
The amount of interest in homeownership has decreased across the Mid-Hudson 
Valley over the past five years.  The proportion of renters interested in buying has 
dipped from 49% in 2007 to 43% now. In some counties, this decrease has been 
especially dramatic.  In Greene County, 58% of residents were interested in buying a 
home in 2007, a proportion that has dropped to 37% in 2012.  Similarly, in Putnam 
County the rate has plummeted from 65% to 48% over the same time period.  Orange 
County also saw a decrease on this measure dropping to 41% from 51% in 2007.  
Interestingly, the rate of residents in Sullivan County interested in homeownership has 
increased from 33% to 41% between 2007 and 2012.   
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Very interested Interested
Not very 

interested
Not interested at 

all
Row % Row % Row % Row %

2012 13% 30% 18% 39%
2007 20% 29% 17% 35%
2012 12% 35% 10% 42%
2007 15% 33% 14% 37%
2012 15% 27% 16% 42%
2007 19% 26% 20% 36%
2012 18% 19% 14% 49%
2007 18% 40% 13% 29%
2012 10% 31% 19% 39%
2007 17% 34% 17% 32%
2012 13% 35% 21% 31%
2007 32% 33% 10% 26%
2012 15% 31% 20% 34%
2007 26% 22% 15% 37%
2012 9% 32% 19% 41%
2007 14% 19% 21% 46%

Columbia County

Mid-Hudson Valley Renters
Are you very interested, interested, not very interested, or not 

interested at all in buying a home in this area?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Interest in Buying a Home Among Renters: Trend                                  Many Voices One Valley 2012

Dutchess County

Greene County

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County
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Very interested Interested Not very 
interested

Not interested at 
all

Row % Row % Row % Row %
13% 30% 18% 39%

Less than $50,000 10% 29% 17% 44%
$50,000 or more 18% 32% 19% 31%
18 to 30 11% 33% 23% 33%
31 to 44 22% 32% 13% 33%
45 to 59 9% 29% 16% 46%
60 or older 5% 15% 11% 69%
Under 45 15% 33% 19% 33%
45 or older 7% 23% 14% 56%
White 12% 27% 16% 44%
African American 11% 42% 10% 37%
Latino 16% 27% 30% 28%

16% 33% 18% 34%
18% 36% 13% 33%
15% 33% 19% 33%

Plan to stay in the Mid-
Hudson Valley

22% 37% 14% 28%

Plan to move 
someplace else

3% 22% 23% 52%

18 to 30 11% 33% 23% 33%
31 to 44 22% 32% 13% 33%
45 to 59 9% 29% 16% 46%
60 or older 5% 15% 11% 69%
Under 45 15% 33% 19% 33%
45 or older 7% 23% 14% 56%
White 12% 27% 16% 44%
African American 11% 42% 10% 37%
Latino 16% 27% 30% 28%

15% 33% 18% 34%

12% 27% 16% 45%
14% 31% 18% 37%
11% 32% 21% 36%
17% 32% 15% 37%

Age

Age

Race

Household with school age children
Household with children under 5
Children in household

Employed

Interest in Buying a Home Among Renters: Demography                                  Many Voices One Valley 2012

Mid-Hudson Valley Employed Renters 2012

Mid-Hudson Valley Renters

Are you very interested, interested, not very interested, or not 
interested at all in buying a home in this area?

Mid-Hudson Valley Renters 2012
Income

Age

Race

Five years from 
now, plans to 
stay or move

Age

No full time job in HH
One full time job in HH
Two full time jobs in HH
Three or more full time jobs in HH
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Many Mid-Hudson Valley residents who rent do not think they will be able to afford a 
home in the area.  Sixty percent of renters feel priced out of homeownership, including 
33% who say it is not likely at all that they will be able to buy a home. 

This pessimism is seen across the region.  At least a majority of renters in each of the 
seven counties say homeownership is unlikely.  Dutchess County residents are least 
confident in their ability to buy a home.  Sixty-five percent of renters in Dutchess 
County feel priced out of homeownership including 41% who say being able to afford a 
home is not likely at all.  In contrast, Columbia County renters are most confident when 
it comes to the prospect of owning.  Half of these residents feel priced out of 
homeownership including 29% who say it is not likely at all they will be able to buy a 
home. 

 

 

Very likely Likely Not very likely Not likely at all
Row % Row % Row % Row %

2012 9% 30% 27% 33%

2007 9% 34% 30% 27%

2012 8% 42% 21% 29%

2007 8% 34% 31% 27%

2012 9% 26% 24% 41%

2007 6% 31% 34% 29%

2012 7% 32% 28% 33%

2007 20% 39% 21% 20%

2012 10% 31% 28% 31%

2007 9% 39% 28% 23%

2012 11% 29% 33% 26%

2007 15% 45% 16% 24%

2012 8% 30% 31% 30%

2007 9% 24% 37% 30%

2012 10% 34% 29% 27%

2007 8% 33% 26% 33%

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Likely to Afford a Home: Trend                                                             Many Voices One Valley 2012

Mid-Hudson Valley Renters

Do you think it is very likely, likely, not very likely, or not likely 
at all that you will be able to afford a home in this area?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Greene County

Orange County
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A majority of renters in the Mid-Hudson Valley, 56%, say they are likely to move away 
if they are unable to buy a home.  This is little changed from the 59% who reported the 
same in 2007. 

Affording tuition and child care 

Paying or saving for tuition  
Although 29% of residents do not deal with tuition costs at all, a good proportion of 
those that do say these expenses present a considerable burden.  Thirty-five percent 
of Mid-Hudson Valley residents say 
saving or paying for college or private 
school stretches their budget 
including one in five who says these 
costs strain their budget a great deal. 

Residents who have a higher income 
are more likely to struggle with tuition 
costs.  A majority of households with 
school age children, 52%, have 
difficulty paying education fees.  Forty-nine percent of families with young children, and 
42% of single parent households also express budgetary strain when trying to pay for 
tuition. 

Putnam County residents are most likely to feel the strain of tuition costs.  Forty-five 
percent of residents in this county say saving or paying for private school or college 
stretches their budget including 28% who say this cost stretches their budget a great 
deal.  Columbia County residents are the least likely to report considerable strain on 
their budget due to these costs.  Twenty-four percent of Columbia County residents 
say the cost of tuition causes them financial stress.  Included here are 13% who say 
this cost causes a great deal of strain. 
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A great deal A good amount Not very much None at all Does not apply
Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %

2012 20% 15% 11% 26% 29%
2007 19% 14% 11% 23% 33%
2012 13% 11% 9% 29% 38%
2007 14% 12% 8% 25% 40%
2012 19% 12% 14% 28% 26%
2007 21% 11% 9% 25% 33%
2012 16% 13% 10% 28% 33%
2007 15% 13% 7% 30% 35%
2012 19% 19% 10% 25% 27%
2007 18% 19% 11% 22% 31%
2012 28% 17% 10% 21% 25%
2007 23% 15% 12% 20% 29%
2012 19% 15% 10% 24% 32%
2007 15% 10% 14% 22% 39%
2012 21% 12% 8% 23% 36%
2007 18% 15% 8% 25% 33%

28% 24% 15% 19% 15%
29% 23% 15% 18% 15%
22% 27% 15% 21% 15%
27% 15% 12% 23% 24%

Less than $75,000 18% 13% 8% 29% 32%
$75,000 or more 22% 19% 14% 22% 23%

28% 16% 8% 23% 25%
18 to 30 27% 24% 16% 19% 14%
31 to 44 22% 19% 16% 22% 20%
45 to 59 24% 15% 8% 24% 30%
60 or older 6% 4% 5% 36% 49%
Under 45 24% 21% 16% 21% 17%
45 or older 15% 9% 7% 30% 39%

 

Thinking about an average month, how much financial strain does each of the 
following put on your family budget: a great deal of financial strain, a good 

amount, not very much, or none at all: Paying or saving for private school or 
college?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Greene County

Income

Age

Age

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Financial Strain: Tuition Costs                                                                                                            Many Voices One Valley 2012

Children in Household
Household with school age children
Household with children under 5
Single parent household

Low income household with children 
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Paying for child care  
A significant proportion of Mid-Hudson Valley residents, 39%, say they do not have to 
consider the cost of child care as part of their monthly expenses.   

While 24% of all households with children struggle to pay for child care costs, those 
with young children are particularly affected.  Forty-two percent of those with children 
younger than five years old experience financial strain due to the cost of child care.  
Among single parent households, 29% have felt the financial pinch due to these 
expenses. 

A great deal A good amount Not very much None at all Does not apply
Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %

2012 6% 5% 9% 40% 39%
2007 5% 6% 9% 34% 46%
2012 2% 5% 9% 38% 46%
2007 7% 4% 6% 36% 48%
2012 6% 6% 9% 43% 35%
2007 4% 5% 7% 36% 47%
2012 5% 4% 10% 40% 41%
2007 6% 4% 8% 34% 48%
2012 8% 5% 9% 41% 36%
2007 5% 8% 11% 32% 45%
2012 6% 5% 9% 36% 43%
2007 6% 6% 11% 32% 45%
2012 6% 5% 8% 37% 44%
2007 4% 5% 8% 37% 47%
2012 6% 4% 7% 33% 49%
2007 6% 5% 7% 36% 47%

13% 11% 15% 35% 26%
25% 17% 15% 25% 17%
18% 11% 12% 32% 28%

Less than $50,000 7% 5% 9% 37% 42%
$50,000 or more 7% 5% 10% 42% 37%
Less than $30,000 16% 14% 10% 29% 30%
$30,000 or more 13% 10% 17% 36% 24%
18 to 30 6% 8% 16% 39% 31%
31 to 44 16% 11% 13% 33% 27%
45 to 59 3% 3% 6% 45% 43%
60 or older 1% 1% 2% 41% 55%
Under 45 12% 9% 14% 36% 29%
45 or older 2% 2% 4% 43% 49%

 

Thinking about an average month, how much financial strain does each of the 
following put on your family budget: a great deal of financial strain, a good 

amount, not very much, or none at all: Child care?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Financial Strain: Child Care                                                                                                               Many Voices One Valley 2012

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Greene County

Income

Low income household 
with children

Age

Age

Children in Household
Household with children under 5
Single parent household

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County
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Affording health care 

The cost of health insurance  
More than four in ten Mid-Hudson Valley residents struggle with the cost associated 
with paying for health insurance.  Forty-three percent of people in the region say these 
expenses place a strain on their household budget, including 18% who report they 
cause a great deal of financial pressure.  

County results reflect those of the overall Mid-Hudson Valley population.  The 
exception is Columbia County 
where 37% of residents report 
struggling with health 
insurance costs.  More than 
four in ten residents in the 
remaining six counties 
experience financial strain due 
to these costs.  Putnam 
County is home to the largest 
proportion of residents, 46%, 
who find it challenging to pay 
for health insurance. 

The struggle to pay for health insurance is not new.  In 2007, 41% said they 
experienced financial stress because of these costs.  Forty-three percent now say the 
same. 

The cost of health insurance appears to have become more onerous for residents of 
Greene, Putnam, and Ulster Counties.  While 44% of Greene County residents now 
report financial difficulties at the expense of health insurance costs, 38% experienced 
this strain in 2007.  In Putnam County, 46% of residents mentioned the difficulties of 
paying for health insurance in 2012 compared with 38% in 2007.  Forty-four percent of 
Ulster County residents say health insurance payments cause them substantial strain 
in 2012 compared with 37% in 2007. 

Residents who earn more than $100,000 annually are less likely to experience difficulty 
paying for health insurance, 38%, compared with those who make less.  Looking at 
age, residents between the ages of 45 and 59 have the toughest time paying for health 
care costs, 48%, when compared with residents of in other age categories. 
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The cost of health care  
Medical expenses, independent of insurance costs, also exact a toll on the household 
budgets of many Mid-Hudson 
Valley residents.  Thirty-six 
percent of people in the region 
report these expenses cause a 
considerable amount of financial 
strain, including 16% who say 
they cause a great deal of strain.  
There has been little change 
since 2007 when 35% of 
residents felt challenged by the 
cost of medical expenses.  

At the county level, most counties have similar proportions of residents who report 
struggles with medical expenses other than insurance costs.  The lone exception is 

A great deal A good amount Not very much None at all Does not apply
Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %

2012 18% 25% 27% 22% 8%
2007 18% 23% 27% 23% 9%
2012 15% 22% 32% 23% 8%
2007 18% 26% 27% 18% 10%
2012 17% 27% 29% 21% 6%
2007 17% 26% 24% 24% 8%
2012 22% 22% 28% 21% 7%
2007 17% 21% 28% 23% 11%
2012 18% 25% 27% 22% 9%
2007 17% 24% 27% 23% 9%
2012 16% 30% 29% 18% 6%
2007 18% 20% 34% 22% 7%
2012 20% 24% 25% 23% 8%
2007 18% 19% 29% 23% 12%
2012 23% 19% 24% 23% 12%
2007 19% 20% 24% 25% 11%

Less than $30,000 23% 23% 20% 20% 14%
$30,000 to just 
under $100,000

20% 25% 27% 20% 7%

$100,000 or more 10% 28% 33% 26% 3%
18 to 30 13% 27% 33% 18% 8%
31 to 44 17% 24% 29% 22% 8%
45 to 59 23% 25% 25% 22% 6%
60 or older 17% 25% 25% 24% 8%
Under 45 16% 25% 31% 20% 8%
45 or older 20% 25% 25% 23% 7%

Greene County

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

 

Thinking about an average month, how much financial strain does each of the 
following put on your family budget: a great deal of financial strain, a good 

amount, not very much, or none at all: Health insurance?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Financial Strain: Health Insurance                                                                                                 Many Voices One Valley 2012

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Income

Age

Age
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Columbia County where 28% of residents say these expenses are substantial including 
10% who say they put a great deal of pressure on their finances.  This is a decrease in 
the proportion of Columbia County residents who reported the same in 2007.  At that 
time, 36% of residents experienced a significant amount of financial strain due to 
health care costs. 

Not surprisingly, residents who earn less have greater difficulty paying for health care 
costs, independent of health insurance.  A majority of uninsured households, 54%, and 
half of those who have experienced a gap in coverage at some point during the last 
year report financial strain trying to meet these expenses.  Fifty-eight percent of 
households with children who have not had continuous coverage feel a similar level of 
financial strain.    

 

A great deal A good amount Not very much None at all Does not apply
Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %

2012 16% 20% 33% 23% 8%
2007 15% 20% 35% 21% 9%
2012 10% 18% 39% 22% 11%
2007 14% 22% 32% 22% 11%
2012 15% 22% 33% 24% 6%
2007 14% 22% 34% 22% 8%
2012 16% 21% 34% 23% 6%
2007 16% 18% 37% 19% 10%
2012 16% 19% 33% 24% 9%
2007 17% 20% 33% 21% 9%
2012 15% 23% 34% 18% 9%
2007 13% 23% 38% 19% 7%
2012 19% 18% 32% 24% 8%
2007 15% 17% 39% 21% 9%
2012 18% 21% 24% 27% 10%
2007 16% 21% 31% 23% 9%

32% 22% 21% 16% 10%
28% 22% 25% 16% 8%
33% 25% 19% 14% 9%

Less than $30,000 27% 19% 25% 19% 11%
$30,000 to just under 
$50,000

20% 21% 31% 21% 7%

$50,000 to just under 
$75,000

18% 16% 34% 25% 8%

$75,000 to just under 
$100,000

11% 23% 35% 23% 9%

$100,000 or more 7% 20% 40% 28% 5%

 

Thinking about an average month, how much financial strain does each of the 
following put on your family budget: a great deal of financial strain, a good 

amount, not very much, or none at all: Health care costs or medical expenses NOT 
including health insurance?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Income

Financial Strain: Health Care Costs                                                                                                    Many Voices One Valley 2012

Greene County

Household with gap in insurance
Household members currently not insured

Children with gap in insurance

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County
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Working in the Mid-Hudson Valley 

The job scene  
The quality of the job market is an issue that weighs heavily on the minds of Mid-
Hudson Valley residents.  On a scale from 0 to 10, with 10 being a top priority and 0 
being not a priority at all, people in the region, on average, rate the importance of 
creating jobs with a 7.9.  In fact, 49% of residents rate the issue priority 10 the highest 
possible score.  This is an increase from 2007 when 37% considered job creation to be 
their top priority. 

Dutchess County residents are most interested in creating new jobs.  On the 0 to 10 
scale, they rate, on average, the importance of creating new jobs an 8.2.  Putnam 
County residents are least concerned about job creation, giving this issue an average 
7.3 rating. 

Interest in expanding the workforce has been increased during the decade.  Across the 
entire Mid-Hudson Valley, the average 7.9 rating in 2012 exceeds that from 2007, 7.6, 
and that from 2002, 7.5.  There is a similar pattern in many of the counties as well.  Job 
creation is a higher priority now than in the past in Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, 
Orange, and Putnam Counties.  There is growing consensus that the region’s economy 
needs a boost through the creation of more employment opportunities. 

It should come as no surprise, then, that an 
extremely high proportion of Mid-Hudson 
Valley residents think jobs are hard to come 
by.  Nearly nine in ten residents, 89%, say 
jobs are difficult to find while only 7% say 
there are plenty of jobs. 

At the county level, residents of Ulster and 
Sullivan Counties paint a particularly 
distressing jobs picture.  Ninety-three 
percent and 95% of these residents, respectively, say jobs are difficult to find.  86% of 
residents of Columbia and Orange Counties say the same. 

The bleak jobs picture crosses many demographic groups in the Mid-Hudson Valley.  
Regardless of age, income, race, and education, more than eight in ten residents say 
jobs are hard to find.
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Priorities MHV

 2012
MHV
2007

MHV
2002

Columbia 
2012

Columbia 
2007

Columbia 
2002

Dutchess 
2012

Dutchess 
2007

Dutchess 
2002

Greene
 2012

Greene
 2007

Greene
 2002

Orange
 2012

Orange
 2007

Orange
 2002

Putnam 
2012

Putnam 
2007

Putnam 
2002

Ulster
 2012

Ulster
 2007

Ulster
 2002

Sullivan 
2012

Sullivan 
2007

Keeping businesses in the area 8.0 7.9 7.9 7.8 7.6 7.5 8.2 8.0 7.9 8.0 7.6 7.9 8.2 8.0 8.0 7.7 7.9 7.8 8.0 7.9 8.0 7.8 8.0

Creating more jobs 7.9 7.6 7.5 7.7 7.3 7.2 8.2 7.7 7.5 7.7 7.3 7.4 8.0 7.7 7.6 7.3 6.9 7.1 7.9 7.9 7.5 7.8 7.9

Improving the quality of the 
public schools

7.6 7.8 7.8 7.6 7.6 7.7 7.6 7.9 7.9 7.7 7.6 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.9 7.1 7.5 7.6 7.7 8.0 7.9 7.6 7.7

Making health care 
more affordable  

7.5 8.0 7.7 7.6 7.9 7.6 7.8 8.0 7.7 7.3 7.6 7.6 7.6 8.0 7.7 6.9 7.6 7.3 7.5 8.1 8.0 7.5 7.9

Providing services for 
senior citizens

7.4 7.6 7.5 7.3 7.5 7.2 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.4 7.2 7.5 7.5 7.7 7.7 7.2 7.3 7.4 7.4 7.7 7.5 7.5 7.4

Reducing taxes 7.4 7.9 7.3 7.1 7.7 7.0 7.5 7.7 7.1 7.4 7.5 7.0 7.6 8.0 7.4 7.2 8.1 7.6 7.1 7.9 7.1 7.1 7.8

Making your community safer 7.3 7.5 7.2 6.8 6.7 6.5 7.5 7.7 7.3 6.7 7.0 6.8 7.6 7.7 7.6 6.8 7.0 6.8 7.1 7.2 7.1 7.3 7.3

Making health insurance 
easier to get

7.3 7.7 7.4 7.3 7.7 7.3 7.5 7.6 7.3 7.0 7.3 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.5 6.6 7.2 6.9 7.3 7.9 7.7 7.3 7.8

Providing more after-school 
activities

7.1 7.4 7.3 7.0 7.0 7.2 7.2 7.5 7.2 7.0 7.5 7.4 7.2 7.6 7.5 6.6 6.9 7.4 7.2 7.3 7.3 7.3 7.6

Protecting open space 7.0 7.4 7.3 7.2 7.2 7.1 7.2 7.6 7.3 6.7 6.9 6.6 7.0 7.5 7.5 6.9 7.2 7.5 7.0 7.5 7.2 6.9 7.5

Improving relations between 
different racial and ethnic groups

6.7 7.2 7.2 6.6 6.5 6.9 6.8 7.4 7.2 6.4 6.1 6.2 6.9 7.3 7.4 6.4 6.8 6.8 6.8 7.4 7.1 6.6 6.7

Providing more affordable, 
quality child care

6.6 6.9 6.8 6.4 6.8 6.7 6.6 6.9 6.6 6.4 6.7 6.8 6.7 7.0 6.9 5.8 6.5 6.6 6.5 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0

Increasing the amount of 
affordable housing

6.5 7.1 6.5 6.5 7.0 6.3 6.8 7.2 6.5 6.4 6.4 6.1 6.5 7.2 6.6 5.7 6.5 6.0 6.6 7.1 6.8 6.6 6.9

Supporting the arts and 
providing more cultural events

6.5 6.8 6.5 6.4 6.4 6.3 6.7 6.8 6.4 6.2 6.3 6.0 6.4 6.8 6.6 6.2 6.4 6.5 6.7 7.0 6.6 6.2 6.7

Reducing homelessness 6.4 6.2 6.0 5.9 5.6 5.0 6.7 6.6 6.3 5.6 5.5 5.1 6.6 6.3 6.1 5.5 5.4 5.2 6.5 6.3 6.2 6.4 5.9

Increasing or improving public 
transportation

6.1 6.4 6.1 5.4 5.5 5.2 6.3 6.6 6.1 5.6 5.6 5.0 6.4 6.6 6.6 5.5 5.7 5.8 6.1 6.4 6.1 5.9 6.2

Increasing the number of 
public areas

6.1 6.4 6.2 6.0 5.9 6.0 6.2 6.7 6.2 5.7 6.1 5.6 6.3 6.6 6.5 5.7 6.1 6.4 5.9 6.2 6.0 6.0 6.3

Priorities for the Mid-Hudson Valley: Trend                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Many Voices One Valley 2012
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Plenty of jobs
Jobs are 

difficult to find
Plenty of some 

jobs Unsure
Row % Row % Row % Row %

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 7% 89% 1% 3%
Columbia County 2012 8% 86% 3% 3%
Dutchess County 2012 7% 89% 1% 4%
Greene County 2012 8% 90% 1% 1%
Orange County 2012 9% 86% 1% 4%
Putnam County 2012 6% 90% 1% 3%
Ulster County 2012 4% 93% 1% 2%
Sullivan County 2012 3% 95% 1% 1%

5 years or less 10% 85% 1% 4%
6 to 10 years 7% 88% 1% 3%
Over 10 years 6% 90% 1% 3%
Male 8% 88% 1% 3%
Female 6% 90% 1% 3%
18 to 30 11% 87% 1% 1%
31 to 44 8% 88% 1% 3%
45 to 59 4% 92% 1% 2%
60 or older 4% 89% 1% 6%

Pre-retirement Age 50 to 64 4% 92% 1% 3%
Less than $30,000 6% 91% 1% 2%
$30,000 to just under 
$50,000

9% 88% 1% 2%

$50,000 or more 7% 89% 1% 3%
$100,000 or more 7% 88% 1% 4%
Not College Graduate 7% 89% 1% 3%
College Graduate 6% 90% 1% 3%
White 6% 90% 1% 3%
African American 8% 88% 2% 2%
Latino 9% 86% 1% 4%
Children in household 8% 88% 1% 2%
No children in 
household

6% 90% 1% 3%

Plan to stay in the Mid-
Hudson Valley

7% 89% 1% 3%

Plan to move 
someplace else

7% 91% 1% 1%

7% 90% 1% 2%
8% 89% 0% 2%
7% 90% 1% 2%
5% 93% 0% 1%

Age

Income

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Thinking now about job opportunities where you live, would you 
say there are plenty of jobs available in your community or are 

jobs difficult to find?

Length of residence

Gender

Job Opportunities                                                                                               Many Voices One Valley 2012

Financially at risk immediately
Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship

Education

Race

Children in 
Household

Five years from 
now, plans to stay 
or move

Employed
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Nearly half of Mid-Hudson Valley residents, 48%, express concern that they or 
someone in their household will lose a job and will be looking for work in the near 
future.  This includes 21% of residents who are very concerned and 27% who are 
somewhat concerned. 

In most counties in the Mid-Hudson region, about half of residents are either somewhat 
or very concerned over the possibility of unemployment hitting their family in the 
upcoming year.  Residents of Putnam County are most concerned.  Fifty-three percent 
of Putnam County residents say they worry about job loss, including 18% who are very 
concerned.  Columbia County is the exception.  Here, 38% of residents express 
concern that someone in their family will lose their job in the next 12 months.  This 
includes 13% who are very concerned.   

Age and income differences exist.  While 31% of residents 60 and older are worried 
about job loss affecting their household, younger residents are more likely to express 
concern.  Half of those under the age of 30, 53% of those 31 to 44, and 58% of 
residents aged 45 to 59 are, at least, somewhat concerned that a member of their 
household will lose their job in the next twelve months.  

Looking at income, 45% of residents who earn $50,000 or more are worried that a 
member of their household will lose their job.  This compares with 54% of those who 
make between $30,000 and just under $50,000 and the same proportion, 54%, who 
earn less than $30,000 annually. 

If they were to have the misfortune of 
losing their job, most employed 
residents say obtaining a similar 
position about the same distance 
from their home would not be easy.  
Seventy-six percent say finding new 
employment would be difficult, 
including 43% who say it would be 
very difficult.  

At the county level, at least 72% of employed residents in each county say it would be 
difficult to find  a similar job with a comparable commute.  Residents of Sullivan and 
Dutchess Counties are most pessimistic on this matter.  Eighty-one percent of these 
working residents say finding a similar job would be difficult. 
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Very concerned Somewhat concerned Not concerned at all
Row % Row % Row %

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 21% 27% 52%
Columbia County 2012 13% 25% 62%
Dutchess County 2012 22% 28% 50%
Greene County 2012 21% 26% 54%
Orange County 2012 24% 23% 53%
Putnam County 2012 18% 35% 47%
Ulster County 2012 20% 29% 51%
Sullivan County 2012 23% 28% 50%

5 years or less 26% 29% 46%
6 to 10 years 19% 30% 50%
Over 10 years 21% 26% 53%
Male 20% 28% 52%
Female 23% 26% 51%
18 to 30 20% 30% 50%
31 to 44 21% 32% 47%
45 to 59 28% 30% 42%
60 or older 15% 16% 69%

Pre-retirement Age 50 to 64 25% 29% 46%
Less than $30,000 32% 22% 46%
$30,000 to just under 
$50,000

25% 29% 46%

$50,000 or more 17% 28% 55%
$100,000 or more 11% 28% 61%
Not College Graduate 25% 26% 49%
College Graduate 16% 28% 56%
White 19% 27% 54%
African American 30% 24% 46%
Latino 29% 31% 41%
Children in household 22% 30% 48%
No children in 
household

21% 25% 54%

Plan to stay in the Mid-
Hudson Valley

19% 27% 55%

Plan to move 
someplace else

27% 29% 44%

18% 33% 50%
32% 25% 44%
27% 29% 44%
39% 33% 28%

Job Loss Concerns                                                                                                   Many Voices One Valley 2012

Financially at risk immediately
Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship

Education

Race

Children in 
Household

Five years from 
now, plans to stay 
or move

Employed

Age

Income

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

How concerned are you that in the next 12 months you or someone 
else in your household might be out of work and looking for a job: 

Very concerned, somewhat concerned, or not concerned at all?

Length of residence

Gender
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Even though more than seven in ten employed Columbia County residents, 72%, think 
it would be difficult to secure a new job if they lost their current one, they are the most 
confident about their chances of obtaining another similar position.  In fact, 28% of 
Columbia County workers do not think it would be very difficult or difficult at all to find 
another job the same distance from their home as their current job.  

Since 2007, Mid-Hudson Valley residents have lost confidence in their ability to bounce 
back from job loss with a similar position an equal distance from home.  While 76% say 
this prospect is currently a tall order, 61% said the same in 2007.   

At the local level, a similar increase in pessimism can be seen in each county.  The 
largest changes have occurred in Putnam and Dutchess Counties.  In Putnam County 
in 2012, 78% of residents say it would be difficult to find a similar employment situation 
in case of job loss compared with 54% in 2007.  In Dutchess County, the proportion 
rose to 81% from 58% over the same time period.  

 

Very difficult Difficult
Not very 
difficult

Not difficult at 
all

Row % Row % Row % Row %
2012 43% 33% 17% 7%
2007 31% 30% 26% 14%
2012 48% 24% 20% 8%
2007 35% 28% 24% 13%
2012 43% 38% 15% 4%
2007 27% 31% 27% 15%
2012 52% 27% 15% 5%
2007 36% 34% 19% 11%
2012 42% 31% 18% 9%
2007 30% 29% 27% 14%
2012 38% 40% 14% 8%
2007 24% 30% 28% 19%
2012 44% 31% 19% 7%
2007 37% 26% 28% 9%
2012 50% 31% 11% 8%
2007 39% 31% 18% 12%
Less than $50,000 49% 29% 16% 6%
$50,000 to just 
under $75,000

39% 35% 15% 10%

$75,000 or more 42% 34% 18% 6%

Greene County

Income

Difficulty Finding Another Job                                                                        Many Voices One Valley 2012

Mid-Hudson Valley Employed Residents

 

If you were to lose your job or household income would it be very 
difficult, difficult, not very difficult, or not difficult at all to find 

another similar position about the same distance from your home?

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County
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While similar proportions of employed residents, regardless of income level, say it 
would be difficult to find a similar job if they become unemployed, nearly half of those 
who earn less than $50,000, 49%, believe it will be very difficult to do so.  This 
compares with 39% of those who make $50,000 to just under $75,000 and 42% of 
workers who earn more. 

Looking at Mid-Hudson Valley workers who labor part-time, just 64% are satisfied with 
this type of employment.  Thirty-six percent want a full-time job.  Those in Putnam 
County, 73%, and Greene County, 70%, are the most satisfied working part time.  
Although a majority of part-time workers in Sullivan County are content working less 
than full time, Sullivan County has the fewest part time workers who are satisfied with 
this type of employment. 

 

The impact of the recession 
A majority of Mid-Hudson Valley residents believe the recession has irrevocably altered 
the job market in the region.  Fifty-one percent of people in the Mid-Hudson Valley 
think that the jobs lost during the economic downturn will not come back to the area 
while 40% believe that these jobs will return during an economic recovery. 

Among the seven counties, Sullivan County residents are most convinced that these 
positions are gone for good.  Sixty-one percent of Sullivan County residents say jobs 
lost during the recession will never return compared with 30% who say they will come 
back.  Putnam County residents are least despairing but still divided over the job 
market.  Forty-seven percent of these residents say the eliminated jobs are gone 
forever, and 44% say the jobs are only a temporary casualty of the recession. 

Satisfied working part time Want a full time job
Row % Row %

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 64% 36%
Columbia County 2012 58% 42%
Dutchess County 2012 69% 31%
Greene County 2012 70% 30%
Orange County 2012 62% 38%
Putnam County 2012 73% 27%
Ulster County 2012 63% 37%
Sullivan County 2012 55% 45%

Mid-Hudson Valley Part Time Workers
Are you satisfied working part-time or do you want a full-time job?

Part Time Workers Looking for Full Time Work                                                     Many Voices One Valley 2012
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Jobs will 
come back

Jobs will 
never come 

back

Some jobs 
will come 

back

Community 
did not lose 

jobs Unsure
Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 40% 51% 4% 1% 4%
Columbia County 2012 41% 52% 4% 1% 2%
Dutchess County 2012 43% 50% 3% 1% 3%
Greene County 2012 35% 53% 5% 2% 4%
Orange County 2012 41% 48% 6% 1% 4%
Putnam County 2012 44% 47% 3% 2% 4%
Ulster County 2012 35% 56% 4% 1% 5%
Sullivan County 2012 30% 61% 3% 2% 3%

5 years or less 48% 43% 7% 1% 2%
6 to 10 years 43% 48% 4% 1% 4%
Over 10 years 38% 53% 4% 1% 4%
Male 41% 51% 4% 1% 3%
Female 39% 51% 4% 1% 5%
18 to 30 52% 43% 3% 0% 2%
31 to 44 40% 51% 4% 1% 4%
45 to 59 35% 57% 4% 1% 3%
60 or older 35% 52% 4% 2% 7%

Pre-retirement Age 50 to 64 34% 58% 4% 1% 3%
Less than $30,000 37% 53% 4% 1% 5%
$30,000 to just under 
$50,000

38% 54% 4% 1% 4%

$50,000 or more 42% 50% 4% 1% 3%
$100,000 or more 44% 48% 5% 1% 2%
Not College Graduate 41% 52% 3% 1% 4%
College Graduate 39% 50% 5% 1% 4%
White 39% 52% 4% 1% 3%
African American 45% 43% 3% 1% 9%
Latino 42% 51% 3% 1% 3%
Children in household 43% 50% 4% 1% 2%
No children in 
household

37% 52% 4% 1% 5%

Plan to stay in the Mid-
Hudson Valley

44% 47% 4% 1% 4%

Plan to move 
someplace else

33% 61% 4% 0% 3%

40% 53% 4% 1% 2%
40% 52% 5% 1% 3%
40% 53% 3% 1% 3%
34% 59% 4% 0% 3%

Job Opportunities                                                                                                Many Voices One Valley 2012

Age

Income

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Length of residence

Gender

Just from what you've seen or heard, do you think the jobs that your 
community has lost in this recession will probably come back when 

the economy improves, or do you think they were jobs that will 
probably never come back?

Financially at risk immediately
Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship

Education

Race

Children in 
Household

Five years from 
now, plans to stay 
or move

Employed
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Cutbacks have taken a toll on Mid-Hudson Valley residents.  Specifically, a notable 
portion of residents have lost a job and have had to look for work since the onset of the 
economic downturn.  Twenty-eight percent of people in the region report having been 
out of work and looking for a job at some point since the recession began in December 
2007.  Seventy-two percent say they have not been unemployed and looking for work 
during this time. 

Occupational woes during the recession have been most prevalent in Sullivan County.  
Thirty-one percent of Sullivan County residents say they have, at some time, been 
unemployed and searching for work since the downturn began.  Greene County 
residents reported the least amount of unemployment, 24%, during this time. 

Unemployment in the Mid-Hudson Valley is not a short-term proposition.  On average, 
people in the region who experienced job loss during the recession spent 12.1 months 
looking for a new one. 

Those who had a gap in employment in Sullivan County spent the most time searching 
for work while unemployed.  On average, these residents spent 13.8 months between 
jobs.  Out-of-work Dutchess and Columbia County residents faced the shortest 
average job searches: 10.6 and 10.7 months, respectively. 

In addition to the loss of jobs, many Mid-Hudson Valley residents have faced cutbacks 
in wages or the number of hours they worked during the recession.  Twenty-eight 
percent of people in the region have seen their pay or hours decrease since the 
downturn began while 72% say they have not had to make this sacrifice. 

At the county level, a reduction in hours or wages has been most common for Ulster 
County residents.  About one-third of residents in the county, 33%, report seeing these 
cutbacks.  In Sullivan County, 25% of residents say their earnings have been 
diminished in this way. 

 



48 

 

 

Yes No
Row % Row %

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 28% 72%
Columbia County 2012 25% 75%
Dutchess County 2012 28% 72%
Greene County 2012 24% 76%
Orange County 2012 28% 72%
Putnam County 2012 26% 74%
Ulster County 2012 29% 71%
Sullivan County 2012 31% 69%

5 years or less 38% 62%
6 to 10 years 30% 70%
Over 10 years 26% 74%
Male 29% 71%
Female 27% 73%
18 to 30 47% 53%
31 to 44 30% 70%
45 to 59 24% 76%
60 or older 14% 86%

Pre-retirement Age 50 to 64 22% 78%
Less than $30,000 41% 59%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 35% 65%
$50,000 or more 22% 78%
$100,000 or more 16% 84%
Not College Graduate 31% 69%
College Graduate 22% 78%
White 26% 74%
African American 40% 60%
Latino 33% 67%
Children in household 30% 70%
No children in household 26% 74%
Plan to stay in the Mid-Hudson 
Valley

23% 77%

Plan to move someplace else 38% 62%
25% 75%
36% 64%
33% 67%
47% 53%

Age

Income

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Since the recession started in December 2007, was there a 
time when you were out of work and looking for a job?

Length of residence

Gender

Job Loss During Recession                                                                                       Many Voices One Valley 2012

Financially at risk immediately
Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship

Education

Race

Children in 
Household

Five years from 
now, plans to stay 
or move
Employed
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Gap in Employment
How long in months were you out 

of work and looking for a job?
Mean

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 12.1
Columbia County 2012 10.7
Dutchess County 2012 10.6
Greene County 2012 12.9
Orange County 2012 12.9
Putnam County 2012 11.3
Ulster County 2012 12.8
Sullivan County 2012 13.8

5 years or less 11.9
6 to 10 years 11.3
Over 10 years 12.3
Male 11.8
Female 12.4
18 to 30 8.8
31 to 44 11.7
45 to 59 14.4
60 or older 18.0

Pre-retirement Age 50 to 64 15.9
Less than $30,000 15.4
$30,000 to just under $50,000 10.7
$50,000 or more 10.4
$100,000 or more 10.7
Not College Graduate 12.2
College Graduate 12.0
White 11.6
African American 12.3
Latino 12.0
Children in household 11.2
No children in household 12.9
Plan to stay in the Mid-Hudson 
Valley

11.5

Plan to move someplace else 12.6
9.4
14.0
11.6
13.0

Average Number of Months to Find a Job                        Many Voices One Valley 2012

Financially at risk immediately
Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship

Education

Race

Children in 
Household

Five years from 
now, plans to stay 
or move
Employed

Age

Income

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Length of residence

Gender
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1-3 months 4-6 months 7-12 months
Longer than 1 

year
Row % Row % Row % Row %

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 26% 23% 23% 28%
Columbia County 2012 27% 30% 14% 29%
Dutchess County 2012 30% 26% 22% 22%
Greene County 2012 26% 21% 20% 33%
Orange County 2012 21% 22% 27% 30%
Putnam County 2012 25% 24% 25% 26%
Ulster County 2012 29% 20% 17% 34%
Sullivan County 2012 28% 17% 23% 32%

5 years or less 27% 19% 23% 31%
6 to 10 years 19% 31% 29% 21%
Over 10 years 28% 22% 21% 29%
Male 29% 22% 21% 28%
Female 23% 24% 24% 29%
18 to 30 36% 28% 18% 18%
31 to 44 26% 24% 22% 29%
45 to 59 19% 18% 29% 33%
60 or older 14% 15% 22% 49%

Pre-retirement Age 50 to 64 18% 17% 25% 40%
Less than $30,000 21% 21% 20% 39%
$30,000 to just under 
$50,000

29% 25% 21% 26%

$50,000 or more 28% 25% 25% 22%
$100,000 or more 26% 27% 26% 21%
Not College Graduate 26% 23% 22% 30%
College Graduate 27% 23% 25% 25%
White 27% 24% 21% 27%
African American 29% 22% 20% 28%
Latino 23% 21% 30% 27%
Children in household 28% 26% 20% 26%
No children in 
household

25% 20% 24% 30%

Plan to stay in the Mid-
Hudson Valley

29% 23% 20% 28%

Plan to move 
someplace else

24% 24% 24% 28%

31% 26% 23% 20%
26% 16% 19% 39%
28% 22% 22% 28%
23% 22% 21% 34%

Gap in Employment

Age

Income

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

How long in months were you out of work and looking for a job?

Length of residence

Gender

Number of Months to Find a Job                                                                        Many Voices One Valley 2012

Financially at risk immediately
Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship

Education

Race

Children in 
Household

Five years from 
now, plans to stay 
or move

Employed
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Another loss faced by workers during the recession has come in the form of truncated 
benefits.  Thirty-one percent of Mid-Hudson Valley residents report their employment 
benefits were either reduced or that they had to pay a larger share of them.  Sixty-nine 
percent of residents say they did not face these cutbacks. 

Yes No
Row % Row %

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 28% 72%
Columbia County 2012 26% 74%
Dutchess County 2012 27% 73%
Greene County 2012 26% 74%
Orange County 2012 27% 73%
Putnam County 2012 28% 72%
Ulster County 2012 33% 67%
Sullivan County 2012 25% 75%

5 years or less 27% 73%
6 to 10 years 27% 73%
Over 10 years 28% 72%
Male 30% 70%
Female 26% 74%
18 to 30 28% 72%
31 to 44 31% 69%
45 to 59 33% 67%
60 or older 19% 81%

Pre-retirement Age 50 to 64 31% 69%
Less than $30,000 29% 71%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 34% 66%
$50,000 or more 27% 73%
$100,000 or more 24% 76%
Not College Graduate 29% 71%
College Graduate 25% 75%
White 27% 73%
African American 30% 70%
Latino 30% 70%
Children in household 29% 71%
No children in household 27% 73%
Plan to stay in the Mid-Hudson 
Valley

26% 74%

Plan to move someplace else 33% 67%
32% 68%
27% 73%
34% 66%
42% 58%

Reduced Pay During Recession                                                                               Many Voices One Valley 2012

Financially at risk immediately
Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship

Education

Race

Children in 
Household

Five years from 
now, plans to stay 
or move
Employed

Age

Income

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Since the recession started in December 2007, was there a 
time when you were working but took a cut in pay or had your 

hours reduced?

Length of residence

Gender
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Putnam County residents are most likely to have lost some benefits or have been 
forced to pay higher rates to keep them.  Thirty-four percent found themselves in this 
predicament.  In Greene and Sullivan County, 27% of residents in each of these 
counties report cutbacks in benefits during the recession, although workers in these 
counties were the least likely to face these measures.

Yes No
Row % Row %

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 31% 69%
Columbia County 2012 29% 71%
Dutchess County 2012 31% 69%
Greene County 2012 27% 73%
Orange County 2012 31% 69%
Putnam County 2012 34% 66%
Ulster County 2012 32% 68%
Sullivan County 2012 27% 73%

5 years or less 28% 72%
6 to 10 years 33% 67%
Over 10 years 31% 69%
Male 32% 68%
Female 30% 70%
18 to 30 16% 84%
31 to 44 35% 65%
45 to 59 44% 56%
60 or older 25% 75%

Pre-retirement Age 50 to 64 42% 58%
Less than $30,000 23% 77%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 30% 70%
$50,000 or more 34% 66%
$100,000 or more 35% 65%
Not College Graduate 29% 71%
College Graduate 34% 66%
White 32% 68%
African American 29% 71%
Latino 30% 70%
Children in household 32% 68%
No children in household 30% 70%
Plan to stay in the Mid-Hudson 
Valley

31% 69%

Plan to move someplace else 32% 68%
38% 62%
30% 70%
36% 64%
39% 61%

Age

Income

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Since the recession started in 2007, was there a time when you 
were working but had your benefits reduced or had to pay a 

large share of them?

Length of residence

Gender

Reduced Benefits During Recession                                                                         Many Voices One Valley 2012

Financially at risk immediately
Financially at risk in 1 to 3 months
Faced economic hardship

Education

Race

Children in 
Household

Five years from 
now, plans to stay 
or move
Employed
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Nearly seven in ten Mid-Hudson Valley 
residents, 69%, have a negative 
impression of the quality of jobs in their 
community.  This is the proportion who 
rates the quality of jobs as fair or poor.  
This is an increase from 2007 when 59% of 
residents said the quality of jobs in their 
area was lacking.   

Many residents, 68%, live in a household 
where at least one adult is working.  
Forty-four percent of residents report they reside in a household where two or more 
adults work. 

 

Nearly four in ten households, 39%, have at least two jobs.  This compares with 55% in 
2007.  The pattern is consistent throughout the Mid-Hudson Valley with the exception 
of Putnam County where nearly 44% of households, report two or more jobs. 

None One Two Three or more
Row % Row % Row % Row %

2012 32% 24% 30% 14%
2007 18% 31% 37% 14%
2012 32% 24% 28% 16%
2007 22% 31% 36% 11%
2012 32% 26% 30% 13%
2007 18% 30% 34% 17%
2012 34% 24% 30% 11%
2007 26% 37% 29% 9%
2012 30% 24% 32% 15%
2007 16% 31% 38% 15%
2012 27% 25% 33% 15%
2007 13% 29% 45% 13%
2012 36% 23% 30% 11%
2007 18% 32% 38% 12%
2012 35% 24% 25% 16%
2007 22% 28% 36% 13%

Less than $30,000 55% 24% 13% 7%
$30,000 to just under 
$50,000

34% 24% 29% 12%

$50,000 to just under 
$75,000

29% 30% 26% 16%

$75,000 to just under 
$100,000

23% 25% 38% 13%

$100,000 or more 16% 19% 46% 19%
Number of Adults Working in Household                                                                        Many Voices One Valley 2012

Greene County

Income

 
Number of Adults Working in Household 

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012
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Like in 2007, as household income rises so does the number of jobs in the household.  
Fifty-five percent of households who earn more than $100,000 a year say they live in a 
household that has at least two jobs.  Fifteen percent of these households hold three or 
more jobs.  However, the proportion of households within this income level that have 
multiple jobs has decreased from 77% five years ago.  Looking at households where 
the annual salary is less than $50,000, 28% say multiple jobs are present.  This 
compares with 40% in 2007. 

The work week 
Mid-Hudson Valley residents are putting in more time at work.  The average work week 
for employed residents is 43.8 hours.  This is a slight increase from 2007 when 
employees clocked an average of 
43.1 hours.  

In Orange County, the average 
work week has lengthened by 
more than an hour and a half over 
the last five years.  On average, 
employees labor for 44.1 hours 
compared with 42.5 hours in 2007.  
In Greene, Dutchess and Ulster 
Counties the average work week 
has increased by nearly one hour. 

At the other end of the spectrum, Columbia County residents are working more than 
two hours less.  While the average work week was 45.4 hours in 2007, it is currently 
43.1 hours.  Sullivan County workers have experienced a shorter work week as well.  
Here, the average week for employees is 44.5 hours compared with 46.4 hours in 
2007.  A more moderate decrease in hours has taken place in Putnam County.  

In 2007, employed residents who earned more worked longer hours, and that remains 
the case today.  Workers with an annual salary of less than $50,000 work 
approximately 41.9 hours a week.  This compares with employed residents who make 
between $50,000 and $74,999 who work about 42.7 hours a week.  Employed 
residents who make between $75,000 and just under $100,000, and those who make 
more than $100,000 annually are at their jobs for 45.1 hours a week.   
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Number of Hours 
Worked in Average 

Week
Mean

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 43.8
2007 43.1

Columbia County 2012 43.1
2007 45.4

Dutchess County 2012 43.2
2007 42.3

Greene County 2012 45.2
2007 44.2

Orange County 2012 44.1
2007 42.5

Putnam County 2012 44.6
2007 45.4

Ulster County 2012 43.3
2007 42.4

Sullivan County 2012 44.5
2007 46.4

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012
Less than $50,000 41.9
$50,000 to just under $75,000 42.7

$75,000 to just under 
$100,000

45.1

$100,000 or more 45.1
Less than $30,000 41.1
$30,000 or more 44.2
Less than $50,000 41.9
$50,000 or more 44.5

Number of Hours Worked in Average Week                                   Many Voices One Valley 2012

Income

Income

Income

Employed
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Commuting time 
For most Mid-Hudson Valley residents, getting to work is a solo endeavor.  Seventy-
nine percent of people in the region say they commute to work in a car by themselves.  
Seven percent car pool, 5% take public transportation, 2% walk, and 6% work at home.  
Less than 1% of residents report bicycling to work. 

In each county, commuting alone by car is by far the most common means of getting to 
work.  About eight in ten residents in all seven counties report getting to their job this 
way. 

On average, working Mid-Hudson Valley residents spend about half an hour, 30.3 
minutes, getting to work.  Thirty-one percent of employed residents travel less than 
fifteen minutes to work, and 
39% commute between fifteen 
and thirty minutes one way to 
get to work daily.  Twenty-one 
percent of workers spend 
between thirty-one and sixty 
minutes getting to work, and 
9% have a one-way commute 
exceeding one hour.  

Employed residents in Putnam 
County report the longest average commute time, 35.9 minutes.  Sullivan County 
workers report the shortest time, 24.6 minutes. 

The average commuting length in the Mid-Hudson Valley has increased somewhat 
since 2007, when residents reported spending 28.0 minutes getting to work.   

Looking at income, the more residents earn, the longer they commute.  While those 
who earn less than $50,000 annually have an average commute of 22.5 minutes, those 
who make $100,000 or more travel 34.5 minutes to get to or from work.  With the 
exception of those in the latter income bracket, workers are commuting longer than 
they had in the past.  The largest increase has occurred among workers who earn an 
annual salary between $50,000 and just under $75,000.  The average commute for 
these residents is 31.2 minutes, an increase of almost five minutes since 2007.  At that 
time, the average commute length was 26.1 minutes. 



57 

 

  

Average Commute 
Time
Mean

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 30.3
2007 28.0

Columbia County 2012 26.4
2007 20.9

Dutchess County 2012 27.3
2007 26.3

Greene County 2012 25.6
2007 23.0

Orange County 2012 34.6
2007 30.9

Putnam County 2012 35.9
2007 34.5

Ulster County 2012 28.2
2007 25.4

Sullivan County 2012 24.6
2007 23.9

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012
Less than $50,000 22.5
$50,000 to just under $75,000 31.2

$75,000 to just under 
$100,000

33.7

$100,000 or more 34.5
Less than $30,000 22.5
$30,000 or more 31.4
Less than $50,000 22.5
$50,000 or more 33.5

Income

Income

Income

Employed

Average Commute Time                                                                Many Voices One Valley 2012
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People doing without 

The basic necessities 
Like many other parts of the country struggling through a sluggish economy, the Mid-
Hudson Valley has seen its share of financial hardship.  Many people in the region 
have been forced to make sacrifices to conserve dwindling funds.  Residents were 
asked if they had experienced each of several economic difficulties in the past twelve 
months. These difficulties included problems paying for food, housing costs, utility bills, 
or medical treatment.  In almost all of these categories, a larger proportion of residents 
in 2012 than five years ago 
found themselves forced to 
go without necessities at 
some point. 

Thirty-four percent of Mid-
Hudson Valley residents 
say they have experienced 
at least one of these 
economic hardships in the 
past year.  The percentage 
of residents facing 
economic difficulties has grown.  A greater proportion of people in the region are facing 
these hardships now compared to five years ago when 24% reported enduring at least 
one economic difficulty. 

The basic necessities 

The most common economic difficulty experienced by Mid-Hudson Valley residents 
was not having enough money to pay the mortgage, rent, or utility bills.  Twenty-one 
percent of Mid-Hudson Valley residents have encountered a problem meeting their 
housing expenses on at least one occasion in the past year.  As years have passed, 
housing costs have become more challenging for a greater proportion of Mid-Hudson 
Valley residents.  In 2007, 13% reported this economic hardship. 

For 5% of Mid-Hudson Valley residents, the housing situation became severe.  These 
residents had to move in with other friends or family members because they were 
unable to pay for housing.  
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Faced at least one 
economic hardship in 

past year

Faced no economic 
hardships in the past 

year
Row % Row %

2012 34% 66%
2007 24% 76%
2012 25% 75%
2007 26% 74%
2012 32% 68%
2007 23% 77%
2012 33% 67%
2007 31% 69%
2012 33% 67%
2007 23% 77%
2012 30% 70%
2007 19% 81%
2012 37% 63%
2007 26% 74%
2012 43% 57%
2007 25% 75%

Less than $30,000 61% 39%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 46% 54%
$50,000 or more 22% 78%
Less than $30,000 61% 39%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 46% 54%
$50,000 to just under $75,000 33% 67%
$75,000 to just under 
$100,000

24% 76%

$100,000 or more 14% 86%
60% 40%
62% 38%
57% 43%
38% 62%
72% 28%
67% 33%

Experience of Economic Hardship                                         Many Voices One Valley 2012

Household looking for work
Children in Household
Low income household with children
Children with gap in insurance

Live in government housing

 

Experience of Economic Hardships

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Greene County

Income

Income

Household with gap in insurance
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A notable proportion of Mid-Hudson Valley residents faced the problem of affording 
health care as well.  Fifteen percent of Mid-Hudson Valley residents missed or skipped 
a doctor’s appointment because they could not afford to pay for it.  Fourteen percent of 
residents say they did not buy needed medicine because it was too costly.  Health care 
woes have increased since 2007 when 11% of residents said they skipped a doctor’s 
appointment because it was too expensive, and 10% did not buy needed medicine. 

Because they could not afford to do otherwise, 15% of Mid-Hudson Valley residents 
found themselves cutting the size of a meal or skipping a meal altogether on at least 
one occasion in the past year.  Moreover, 8% of residents received emergency food 
from a church, food pantry, or food bank at least once during that same time period.  In 
2012, a greater proportion of residents struggled with putting food on the table than in 
the past.  In 2007, 9% of residents reported cutting the size of a meal or skipping 
meals, and 5% said they received emergency food assistance. 

Not surprisingly, residents who have had economic difficulty in one area generally 
experience problems in another.  On average, these residents have dealt with more 
than two areas of considerable economic hardship in the past year. 
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The average number of difficulties faced by Mid-Hudson Valley residents who 
experienced at least one hardship in 2012 is 2.3 which compares with 2.2 five years 
ago. 

Residents in every county who have had problems paying for food, housing costs, 
utility bills, or medical treatment have experienced economic hardship in at least two or 
more essential areas in the past year.  Residents of Sullivan County report 
experiencing the greatest number of economic hardships.  On average, these residents 
have experienced 2.5 economic difficulties in the past year.  Columbia County 
residents have experienced the fewest.  Columbia County residents have dealt with, on 
average, 2.0 economic hardships.   

Not surprisingly, residents who earn less are more likely to have faced economic 
hardship.  Sixty-one percent of residents with an annual household income of less than 
$30,000 have faced at least one economic hardship in the past year.  Twenty-two 
percent of those earning $50,000 or more and 14% of those bringing home $100,000 
or more say the same. 

Average Number of 
Economic Hardships 

Experienced
Mean

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012 2.3
2007 2.2

Columbia County 2012 2.0
2007 2.0

Dutchess County 2012 2.2
2007 2.3

Greene County 2012 2.3
2007 2.3

Orange County 2012 2.4
2007 2.2

Putnam County 2012 2.1
2007 1.8

Ulster County 2012 2.4
2007 2.3

Sullivan County 2012 2.5
2007 2.3

Mid-Hudson Valley Residents who Experienced at Least One Hardship

Average Number of Economic Hardships         Many Voices One Valley 2012
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Low-income parents are also vulnerable.  Seventy-two percent of households with 
children making less than $30,000 faced at least one economic difficulty. 

As noted, the problems compound themselves.  Sixty percent of households in which 
at least one person has had a gap in his or her health insurance coverage and  67% of 
households in which children lacked continuous health insurance faced at least one 
economic hardship in the past year. 

People coming and going 

Recent arrivals to the Mid-Hudson Valley 
Only 13% of Mid-Hudson Valley residents have moved to the region in the past five 
years.  This is a considerable decline since 2007 when 21% of residents reported they 
moved into the area within the previous five years. 

By county, Orange County 
has the highest percentage 
of relative newcomers.  
Sixteen percent of Orange 
County residents arrived in 
the last five years.  Greene 
County has seen the lowest 
influx of new residents.  
Only 8% of Greene County 
residents have moved into 
the county since 2007.  
Dutchess County is also below the average for the region.  Only 10% of residents 
report having moved to the area in the past five years compared with 19% in 2007.  In 
the other four counties, the percentage of people who have lived there for five years or 
less approximates the Mid-Hudson Valley as a whole at 13%.  In all counties, there has 
been a drop in the proportion of new residents to the area.  

Younger residents are more likely to be new to the region than their older counterparts.  
Twenty percent of residents under the age of 35 recently moved to the region 
compared with 10% of those 35 and older.  The proportion of younger residents who 
are new to the area has declined since 2007 when 36% of those under the age of 35 
said they recently unpacked their belongings.      
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Nearly one in four residents who report they were born in another country, 23%, says 
they are new to the area.  Five years ago, 39% said they had just moved in.  

Fifteen percent of households with children are new arrivals compared with 24% in 
2007. 

Planning to leave 
While 84% of residents rate their community as a good place to live, 31% of residents 
say they intend to leave the Mid-Hudson Valley when asked whether they will still be 
living in the area five years from now.  

New Residents
Length of residence 

5 years or less
Row %

2012 13%
2007 21%
2002 24%
2012 13%
2007 17%
2002 19%
2012 10%
2007 19%
2002 24%
2012 8%
2007 20%
2002 23%
2012 16%
2007 24%
2002 25%
2012 12%
2007 23%
2002 24%
2012 12%
2007 16%
2002 23%
2012 13%
2007 23%

Greene County

New Residents: Trend                     Many Voices One Valley 2012

 

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County
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New Residents
Length of residence 

5 years or less
Row %

13%
Under 35 20%
35 or older 10%
Under 45 18%
45 or older 8%
White 11%
African American 14%
Latino 19%

23%
Not college graduate 13%
College graduate 13%

Children in Household 15%
Less $50,000 15%
$50,000 to just under 
$100,000

12%

$100,000 or more 11%
10%

Liberal 14%
Moderate 13%
Conservative 11%

10%
9%

20%

23%
22%
21%

Democrat 12%
Republican 8%
Non-enrolled 11%

12%
15%
12%

12%
12%
11%
15%
12%

New Residents: Demography                           Many Voices One Valley 2012

Mid-Hudson Valley Renters 2012

Mid-Hudson Valley Registered Voters 2012

Civic Involvement

Registered Voters

Renters interested in buying a home
Renters likely to afford home
Renters likely to move if unable to buy home

Party Registration

Employed
Household looking for work
Dual income household

Work 40 to 49 hours per week
Commute to work by car by self
Commute time 30 minutes or less
Commute time over 30 minutes

 

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012
Age

Age

Race

Born in another country

Difficult to find similar job

Mid-Hudson Valley Employed 2012

Education

Own
Rent

Income

Political Ideology
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On the county level, residents in Sullivan, 36%, Ulster, 35%, and Orange Counties, 
34%, are the most likely to leave the Mid-Hudson Valley in the next five years.  Three 
in ten Putnam County residents are also thinking about leaving.  At least one in four 
residents in Columbia, 25%, Dutchess, 26%, and Greene Counties, 27%, are 
considering leaving the Mid-Hudson Valley in the next five years.  The largest change 
has occurred in Ulster County.  In 2007, 23% of residents in Ulster County said they 
intended to leave.  This compares with 35% now. 

Age is an important factor.  Younger residents are more likely to express a desire to 
move.  More than half between of residents between the ages of 18 and 30, 53%, say 
they plan to leave the Mid-Hudson Valley in the next five years.  This is nearly twice the 
proportion of those 31 to 44, 27%, who say the same.  30% of residents 45 to 59 say 
they are considering moving from the region compared with just 18% of those 60 and 
older. 

Plan to stay in the Mid-Hudson Valley Plan to move someplace else
Row % Row %

2012 69% 31%
2007 71% 29%
2012 75% 25%
2007 76% 24%
2012 74% 26%
2007 69% 31%
2012 73% 27%
2007 76% 24%
2012 66% 34%
2007 69% 31%
2012 70% 30%
2007 74% 26%
2012 65% 35%
2007 77% 23%
2012 64% 36%
2007 66% 34%

18 to 30 47% 53%
31 to 44 73% 27%
45 to 59 70% 30%
60 or older 82% 18%

Very affordable-
Affordable 77% 23%

Not very affordable-
Not at all 64% 36%

Age
Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Plans in the Next Five Years                                                         Many Voices One Valley 2012

Greene County

 
Five Years from Now, Plans to Stay or Move

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Would you describe 
the cost of living in 
the Mid-Hudson 
Valley for the 
average family as:
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Among residents who describe the Mid-Hudson valley as an unaffordable place to live, 
36% have plans to leave the region in the next five years. 

Why do residents intend to leave the Mid-Hudson Valley?  For starters, 70% of 
residents planning to relocate do not think the Mid-Hudson Valley is affordable. 

When asked directly why they plan to leave, 59% of residents cite an economic reason.  
Financial concerns appear to be making more of an impact on those who intend to 
relocate now than five years ago.  In 2007, 50% of residents who planned to leave 
mentioned an economic reason as the main driver of their decision. 

Although financial reasons are cited more often than those unrelated to money, some 
residents offer other rationales for moving away.  Seven percent cite the climate, 4% 
say they hope to move near family, 4% cite the quality of life, and 4% say it is just time 
for a change. 

Ulster County residents who plan to leave are most likely to cite economic reasons 
than residents in other parts of the region.  Sixty-five percent of Ulster County residents 
say they plan to leave the Mid-Hudson Valley for economic reasons, a spike from 56% 
five years ago.  Columbia County residents, 48%, are least likely to say they are 
leaving for financial reasons.  In fact, this is the only one of the seven counties where a 
majority of residents, 52%, gives a rationale unrelated to money.  In Greene and 
Orange Counties, the proportion of people citing economic reasons for leaving has 
increased the most since 2007.  In both counties, there has been a sixteen percentage 
point increase in the proportion of residents who say economic reasons are behind 
their planned move. 

When understanding why people are leaving the Mid-Hudson Valley, age is an 
important factor.  Residents over thirty are more likely to cite money matters as their 
reason for thinking about relocating.  Sixty-one percent of residents 31 to 44, 68% of 
those 45 to 59, and 61% of residents 60 and older say they plan to leave for money 
reasons.  However, 49% of those under the age of thirty cite economic concerns.   
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2012 2007
Col % Col %

Taxes 21% 17%
Jobs 19% 12%
Cost of living 17% 17%
Other 7% 6%
Climate 7% 8%
Move near family 4% 5%
Quality of life 4% 6%
Time for Change 4% 7%
Retirement 3% 6%
Finish college-School 2% 2%
Not convenient-Location-Leave New York 2% 1%
Housing costs 2% 4%
Economy 2% 0%
Schools 2% 2%
Transportation-Roads-Water-Air 1% 1%
No reason-Just do not like 1% 1%
Overcrowded 1% 6%
In Army 0% 1%
Reasons for Leaving MHV:  Trend                                                    Many Voices One Valley 2012

What is the main reason you plan to move away from 
the Mid-Hudson Valley?

Taxes Jobs Cost of living Climate Move near 
family

Quality of 
life

Time for 
change

Row % Row % Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %
2012 21% 19% 17% 7% 4% 4% 4%

2007 17% 12% 17% 8% 5% 6% 7%

2012 23% 13% 9% 5% 9% 11% 5%

2007 21% 8% 10% 7% 8% 8% 17%

2012 20% 21% 15% 9% 5% 6% 7%

2007 15% 15% 20% 10% 4% 4% 6%

2012 20% 29% 10% 14% 5% 3% 3%

2007 8% 23% 11% 18% 6% 8% 6%

2012 23% 15% 20% 6% 4% 3% 4%

2007 17% 6% 17% 6% 5% 7% 7%

2012 24% 13% 14% 6% 7% 4% 6%

2007 26% 5% 20% 7% 5% 6% 2%

2012 20% 21% 21% 8% 2% 3% 2%

2007 20% 15% 15% 7% 3% 3% 9%

2012 18% 29% 8% 5% 2% 8% 1%

2007 12% 23% 11% 7% 4% 12% 5%

Plan to move someplace else
What is the main reason you plan to move away from the Mid-Hudson Valley?

Top Reasons for Leaving MHV:  Trend                                                                            Many Voices One Valley 2012

Mid-Hudson Valley

Columbia County

Dutchess County

Greene County

Orange County

Putnam County

Ulster County

Sullivan County
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Priced Out? 
Eighteen percent of Mid-Hudson Valley households are middle income households.  
That is, they have an annual income of $50,000 to just under $75,000.  In 2007, 20% of 
Mid-Hudson Valley households reported being middle income.   

One in ten Mid-Hudson Valley residents live in a household that earns less than 
$30,000 annually and has at least one adult working.  Younger residents are more 
likely to be working low income.  Eighteen percent of those aged thirty and younger are 
working low income compared with 8% of those thirty-one and older.  Twenty percent 
of African American residents11% of Latino residents, and 9% of white residents are in 
a household that is working low income.  It probably comes as no surprise that 
residents facing economic hardship are more likely to come from a working low income 
houseold.  Twenty-three percent of those who have faced three or more economic 
hardships are working low income.  

Middle Income Not Middle Income
Row % Row %

2012 18% 82%
2007 20% 80%
2012 18% 82%
2007 22% 78%
2012 17% 83%
2007 19% 81%
2012 23% 77%
2007 19% 81%
2012 17% 83%
2007 20% 80%
2012 14% 86%
2007 21% 79%
2012 21% 79%
2007 23% 77%
2012 21% 79%
2007 21% 79%

Middle Income

Dutchess County

Greene County

Orange County

Putnam County

 

Columbia County

Mid-Hudson Valley

Profile: Middle Income                                                                Many Voices One Valley 2012

Ulster County

Sullivan County
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More than one in five Mid-Hudson Valley residents, 21%, are thirty years of age or 
younger.  This proportion is similar to 2007 when 19% of Mid-Hudson Valley adults in 
the region were thirty or younger.  More than one in four African Americans, 27%, is 
thirty or younger.  This compares with 18% in 2007.  The proportions of white and 
Latino residents within the same age group are also consistent over the past five years.  
Seventeen percent of white residents and 39% of Latino residents are thirty and 
younger.  In 2007, 16% of white residents and 41% of those of Latino background were 
among the region’s youngest adults. 

Looking at health insurance, a notable 29% of households with a gap in health 
insurance are young adults, however this is a decline from 33% in 2007.   

 

Working Low Income Not Working Low Income
Row % Row %

2012 10% 90%
2007 14% 86%
2012 16% 84%
2007 19% 81%
2012 8% 92%
2007 11% 89%
2012 19% 81%
2007 25% 75%
2012 10% 90%
2007 14% 86%
2012 5% 95%
2007 5% 95%
2012 10% 90%
2007 15% 85%
2012 17% 83%
2007 19% 81%

18 to 30 18% 82%
31 or older 8% 92%
White 9% 91%
African American 20% 80%
Latino 11% 89%

14% 86%
17% 83%
23% 77%Faced three or more economic hardships

Working Low Income

Dutchess County

Greene County

Orange County

Putnam County

 

Columbia County

Mid-Hudson Valley

Profile: Working Low Income                                                                 Many Voices One Valley 2012

Race

Age

Faced one economic hardship
Faced two economic hardships

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012
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Fifteen percent of Mid-Hudson Valley households with children are headed by single 
parents.  The percentage of single parent households in the area has increased since 
2007 when 11% of all households with children were single parent households. Fifteen 
percent of households with children between the ages of five and eighteen have a 
single parent at the helm.  In 2007, 12% of these households included a single parent.  
Among households with young children, the proportion which is led by a single parent 
has more than doubled over the last five years.  Fourteen percent of these households 
have one parent present compared with 6% in 2007.  Women are more likely than men 
to be single parents.  Nearly one in five women is a single parent, 19%, compared with 
one in ten, 10%, men. 

African American residents, 40%, are more likely to head a single parent household 
than Latino, 15%, and white residents, 12%.  While the proportion of white residents 
who are single parents is similar to 2007, there has been a sharp increase in the 
proportion of African American residents who are single parents.  In 2007, 22% were 
the sole parent in the household.  There has also been an increase in the proportion of 
Latino single parents.  Five years ago, 6% of Latinos said they were single parents. 

Age 18 to 30 Age 31 or older
Row % Row %

2012 21% 79%
2007 19% 81%
2012 15% 85%
2007 18% 82%
2012 23% 77%
2007 20% 80%
2012 20% 80%
2007 21% 79%
2012 23% 77%
2007 18% 82%
2012 17% 83%
2007 18% 82%
2012 18% 82%
2007 17% 83%
2012 21% 79%
2007 20% 80%

White 17% 83%
African American 27% 73%
Latino 39% 61%

29% 71%

Young Adults

Dutchess County

Greene County

Orange County

Putnam County

 

Columbia County

Mid-Hudson Valley

Profile: Young Adults                                                                                         Many Voices One Valley 2012

Race

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Household with gap in insurance
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On average, single parents work 44.0 hours per week compared with 43.8 hours for 
the average worker in the Mid-Hudson Valley.  But, single parent households have 
trouble making ends meet.  More than one in five households who have experienced 
an economic hardship during the past year, 21%, is headed by a single parent.  This 
marks a significant increase from 2007.  At that time, 14% of those with financial 
struggles were single parents.  

 

Single Parent Household Not Single Parent Household

Row % Row %
2012 15% 85%
2007 11% 89%
2012 14% 86%
2007 11% 89%
2012 17% 83%
2007 13% 87%
2012 12% 88%
2007 21% 79%
2012 13% 87%
2007 8% 92%
2012 8% 92%
2007 10% 90%
2012 19% 81%
2007 17% 83%
2012 23% 77%
2007 10% 90%

Male 10% 90%
Female 19% 81%
White 12% 88%
African American 40% 60%
Latino 15% 85%

15% 85%
14% 86%
12% 88%

44.0 43.4

21% 79%

Household with children less than 5
Household with children 5 to 18

Mid-Hudson Valley

Profile: Single Parents                                                                           Many Voices One Valley 2012

Race

Gender

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012

Mid-Hudson Valley Employed 2012
Hours worked in average week

Employed

Single Parents

Dutchess County

Greene County

Orange County

Putnam County

 

Columbia County

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012
Faced economic hardship
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In the past year, 13% of Mid-Hudson Valley households have received public 
assistance such as welfare or food stamps.  This is an increase from the proportion of 
residents who received public assistance of some form in 2007, 8%.  In difficult 
economic times, more Mid-Hudson Valley residents are turning to help from public 
sources.  

Looking at age, 16% of those under the age of 35 have received public assistance in 
the past year.  This compares with 12% of older residents.  The proportion of those 35 
and older who have received public assistance has doubled since 2007. 

African American residents are the most likely to have received public assistance.  
Nearly one in four African American residents, 24%, has received help, a sharp 
increase from 16% in 2007.  There has been little change in the proportion of Latinos, 
17%, who have received government assistance.  Five years ago, 16% reported the 
same.  Among white residents, 11%, there has been an uptick in those who have 
received public assistance.  Seven percent reported the same in 2007. 

Like 2007, more non-English speaking residents, 20%, have received public assistance 
compared with 13% who speak English.  However, there has been an increase in the 
proportion of English speaking residents who have received help from the government.  
Five years ago, 7% said they needed public assistance.  

Sixteen percent of households with children, and 24% of those with young children, 
have received public assistance in the past year.  This is up from five years ago when 
10% of households with children, and 19% of those with young children, needed help 
from the government.    

Twenty-six percent of households where at least one adult is looking for work have 
turned to public assistance for help.  Twenty-eight percent of residents who have faced 
an economic hardship in the past year have received public assistance.  This 
proportion represents a change from 2007 when 21% of those who struggled to make 
ends meet needed public help.   In fact, 37% of residents who have experienced 
economic difficulties in at least three critical areas have received public assistance. 
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Managing the Family Budget 

An overview 
The financial strain experienced by many residents in the Mid-Hudson region is 
particularly evident when they are asked to evaluate the effect of a number of 
expenses on their household budget.  People express concern about the pressure 
placed on their family finances by the cost of transportation, utilities, taxes, housing, 
tuition, health care, and child care. 

Household members 
receiving public assistance 

now or in past year

No one in household 
receiving public assistance 

now or in past year
Row % Row %

2012 13% 87%
2007 8% 92%
2012 12% 88%
2007 10% 90%
2012 11% 89%
2007 6% 94%
2012 12% 88%
2007 15% 85%
2012 15% 85%
2007 9% 91%
2012 7% 93%
2007 4% 96%
2012 13% 87%
2007 6% 94%
2012 18% 82%
2007 10% 90%

Under 35 16% 84%
35 or older 12% 88%
White 11% 89%
African American 24% 76%
Latino 17% 83%

13% 87%
20% 80%
16% 84%
24% 76%
26% 74%
28% 72%
37% 63%

Public Assistance

Dutchess County

Greene County

Orange County

Putnam County

 

Columbia County

Mid-Hudson Valley

Race

Ulster County

Sullivan County

Mid-Hudson Valley 2012
Age

Household speaks English
Household speaks another language

Faced three or more economic hardships

Household with children less than 5
Children in household

Profile: Public Assistance                                                                       Many Voices One Valley 2012

Household looking for work
Faced economic hardship
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Overall, the cost of transportation, specifically gasoline, is by far the hardship facing the 
greatest number of Mid-Hudson Valley residents.  79% of people in the region report 
their family finances have been considerably stretched by the high cost of fuel.  This 
includes 46% of residents who indicate gasoline prices inflict a great deal of stress on 
their household budget and another 33% who say the cost of gasoline causes a good 
deal of financial strain.  These rates are similar to those from 2007, when 77% of Mid-
Hudson Valley residents said the price at the pump created strain on their family 
budget. 

Utilities also appear to be contributing to financial hardship in the region.  67% of Mid-
Hudson Valley residents say the cost of heat and electricity is causing substantial 
financial strain.  This includes 29% who report paying for utilities causes them a great 
deal of financial strain and 38% who say it causes a good deal of budget stress.  Five 
years ago, 25% of Mid-Hudson Valley residents reported their utility payments affected 
their finances a great deal. 

Property taxes also take a significant toll on Mid-Hudson Valley residents.  Three-
quarters of homeowners in the region report property taxes place a considerable 
burden on their household budget,  including 39% who say property taxes cause a 
great deal of strain and 36% who say they cause a good amount of financial stress.  
These rates are similar to those found in 2007, when 38% of homeowners reported 
property taxes caused a great deal of strain, and 35% said they caused a good amount 
of financial difficulty. 

A majority of residents struggle with the burden of paying their rent or mortgage.  Fifty-
three percent of Mid-Hudson Valley residents find it difficult to meet these payments 
each month.  This includes 25% of residents who say housing costs cause a great deal 
of strain on their finances and 28% who say it causes a good amount of stress on their 
budget.  These numbers are little changed from those in 2007 when 23% of residents 
said rent or mortgage payments caused a great deal of strain, and 30% of residents 
said these expenses caused a good amount of financial stress. 

The cost of health care contributes to residents’ financial woes.  More than one-third of 
Mid-Hudson Valley residents, 36%, now report their household medical expenses, 
independent of costs for health insurance, place a great deal or good amount of stress 
on their finances.  This includes 16% who report health care costs place a great deal of 
financial strain on their budget and 20% who say it creates a good amount of financial 
stress.  These proportions are consistent with those five years ago.  At that time, 35% 
of residents felt overextended when it came to their medical expenses.   
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Looking at health insurance specifically, 43% of residents in the region experience 
difficulty making health insurance payments.  Eighteen percent of people say such 
payments cause a great deal of financial strain and one in four, 25%, says they cause 
a good amount.  In 2007, a similar proportion of residents said health insurance 
presented a burden.  Five years ago, 41% of residents said they had difficulty making 
health insurance payments, with 18% reporting a great deal of difficulty and 23% 
saying they experienced a good amount of difficulty.   

While nearly three in ten Mid-Hudson Valley residents, 29%, do not have to worry 
about paying or saving for private school or college, 35% of residents report these 
costs present a considerable burden.  One in five residents, 20%, reports these costs 
place a great deal of strain on their family’s budget while 15% say they undergo a good 
amount of stress due to these costs.  In 2007, a comparable proportion, 33%, said 
tuition payments presented difficulties. 

Although 39% of residents in the Mid-Hudson Valley do not have a need for child care, 
among households with small children, child care expenses add up.  More than four in 
ten families with children under five, 42%, say child care expenses strain their finances.  
These findings are similar to those from 2007.     

Even though the cost of public transportation does not apply to many Mid-Hudson 
Valley residents, those who do commute this way have difficulty meeting their monthly 
travel expenses.  Sixty-five percent of residents who rely on public transportation to 
commute to work describe the cost as a significant financial burden. 

A look at the counties 
The level and type of financial strain residents experience vary from county to county.  
For example, although the cost of transportation, specifically gasoline, places an 
economic strain on residents in all seven counties, it is a burden for more residents of 
Greene, 84%, Sullivan, 80%, and Putnam, 80%, Counties.  In Putnam County, where 
there is a higher proportion of homeownership, property taxes are more of a financial 
burden than in other parts of the Mid-Hudson region. 

Columbia County 
In Columbia County, nearly three in four residents, 72%, report the cost of gasoline 
puts a considerable strain on their household budget.  This includes 38% of all 
residents who describe the cost of gasoline as a major stress on their finances and 
another 34% who report it places a good deal of difficulty on their household budget.  
However, gasoline prices present less of a burden in Columbia County now than it did 
in 2007.  Five years ago, 80% said gasoline placed a considerable strain on their 
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finances, including 50% who said the cost of fuel presented a great deal of difficulty. 

Sixty-four percent of county residents express concern about the strain utility costs 
place on their finances.  Twenty-three percent report paying their heat and electric bills 
inflicts a great deal of stress on their household budget, and another 41% encounter a 
good deal of difficulty paying these bills.  Five years ago, 69% of Columbia County 
residents said utility fees placed a substantial strain on their personal finances, 
including 24% who said they presented a great deal of strain and 45% who reported a 
good amount. 

Paying for property taxes is another major expense for more than seven in ten 
Columbia County homeowners.  Seventy-one percent of homeowners in the county 
feel pressure to meet their property tax obligations.  This includes 34% who say these 
expenses strain their monthly budgets a great deal.  Five years ago, the same 
proportion, 71%, said property taxes posed a considerable burden.   

A notable portion of Columbia County residents are financially challenged to meet their 
monthly rent or mortgage payment.  Forty-three percent of residents say this expense 
poses a great deal or a good amount of strain on their family budget.  However, this 
situation seems to have improved for some families since five years ago.  In 2007, 51% 
said rent or mortgage payments represented a considerable financial burden.  In 2012, 
23% of Columbia County residents say rent or mortgage fees pose no strain at all 
compared with 16% in 2007. 

Thirty-seven percent of Columbia County residents say the cost of health insurance 
places a burden on their family budgets.  This includes 15% of residents who say these 
expenses cause a great deal of strain and 22% who say they cause a good amount.  
There has been a slight improvement on this issue.  In 2007, 44% of residents reported 
health insurance costs burdened their personal finances.  There has also been a 
decline in the proportion of Columbia County residents who report health care costs 
financially strap them, independent of health insurance.  While more than one in four 
residents in the county, 28%, say they experience at least a good deal of financial 
strain due to health care costs,  36% reported this to be the case five years ago. 

Dutchess County 
The cost of gasoline is a financial hardship for many Dutchess County residents.  
Seventy-seven percent of residents in the county say that paying for fuel strains their 
finances..  In fact, 45% describe it as placing a great deal of pressure on their monthly 
finances and an additional 32% see it as putting a good deal of stress on their family 
budget.  Five years ago, a similar proportion of residents, 76%, reported difficulties 
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meeting their expenses for gasoline. 

Utility costs are also a major burden for many Dutchess County residents.  Sixty-two 
percent say the cost of heat and electricity puts pressure on their monthly budget 
including a quarter who say paying for their utilities places a great deal of stress on 
their finances.  This resembles 2007, when 61% of Dutchess County residents 
mentioned utility costs as a financial burden. 

About seven in ten Dutchess County homeowners, 71%, report property taxes stress 
their family budget.  This includes 35% who feel they place a great deal of financial 
strain on meeting their monthly obligations.  In 2007, a similar proportion of 
homeowners, 69%, said property taxes were a strain on their budgets. 

A slim majority of Dutchess County residents, 51%, struggle with housing costs.  One 
in four residents, 25%, indicates their rent or mortgage causes them a great deal of 
financial strain, and 26% say these expenses cause a good amount of difficulty.  In 
2007, residents expressed similar sentiments with 22% having experienced a great 
deal of financial strain and 29% having had a good amount of financial stress due to 
housing costs. 

Although many Dutchess County residents are not by paying or saving for private 
school or college, 31% say they feel the financial strain of meeting these costs. 

More than four in ten Dutchess County residents, 44%, are burdened by the cost of 
health insurance.  Included here are 17% who experience a great deal of financial 
stress and 27% who undergo a good deal of it.  Health care costs, not including health 
insurance, also pose financial difficulty to almost four in ten residents in Dutchess 
County.  Thirty-seven percent report they feel at least a good amount of financial strain 
because of health care costs. 

Greene County 
When it comes to the finances of Greene County residents, one expense is especially 
burdensome:  transportation.  84% of county residents feel their household finances 
have been stretched by the high cost of gasoline.  In fact, 57% of Greene County 
residents report gasoline has caused a great deal of stress on their budgets compared 
with 46% of Mid-Hudson Valley residents overall.  Another 27% of Greene County 
residents think the cost of gasoline has placed a good deal of strain on their household 
budgets.  This is similar to five years ago when 82% of Greene County residents said 
gasoline costs were straining their finances.   

Utilities also stretch the budget of many Greene County residents.  Nearly two-thirds of 
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residents, 65%, point to the financial difficulty they experience paying for heat and 
electricity, including 31% who say this expense causes a great deal of financial strain.  
A similar proportion of residents, 63%, reported the considerable burden of this cost 
five years ago. 

Seventy percent of homeowners in Greene County find it financially stressful to meet 
their property tax obligations, including 31% of county residents who experience a 
great deal of strain paying these bills.  Property taxes adversely affect more 
homeowners’ budgets now than in 2007 when 27% of homeowners reported this 
expense caused them a great deal of financial stress. 

The cost of housing and the cost of health insurance each place a great deal of 
financial strain on about one in five Greene County residents.  Twenty percent of 
Greene County residents say they experience a great deal of financial stress over the 
cost of their rent or mortgage.  When it comes to health insurance, 22% of residents in 
Greene County say they feel a great deal of financial stress because of these costs.  
Other health care costs also create a financial burden for 16% of Greene County 
residents.   

Orange County 
Orange County residents also feel the pressure of the cost of transportation.  Seventy-
nine percent report that gasoline expenses put substantial strain on their budgets 
including 44% who indicate fuel costs cause a great deal of strain and another 35% 
who indicate they cause a good amount of budgetary stress.  In 2007, a similar 
proportion of residents, 77%, said transportation costs placed a considerable strain on 
their budgets.  

The cost of utilities also stretches the budgets of Orange County residents.  Seventy-
two percent of residents feel the strain of these monthly expenses, the highest 
proportion in any county.  Thirty-two percent say heating and electric expenses cause 
them considerable financial strain, and another 40% feel a good deal of budget 
pressure.  The burden of these costs is greater than it was five years ago.  The 
proportion of Orange County residents feeling a great deal of strain from utility costs 
was 26% in 2007. 

Seventy-seven percent of homeowners in Orange County report property taxes stress 
their household budget.  This includes 40% who experience a great deal of financial 
pressure.  The proportion feeling the pinch of property taxes in Orange County 
resembles that from 2007.  At that time, 75% of homeowners in the county reported 
they felt budgetary stress due to the expense of property taxes. 
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Fifty-nine percent of Orange County residents report their rent or mortgage payment 
strains their finances each month, including 28% of county residents who describe it as 
a great deal of pressure on their household budget.  The proportion of Orange County 
residents who feels the stress of housing costs has increased slightly since 2007 when 
54% reported feeling at least a good amount of strain on their budgets. 

Even though 27% of county residents are not affected by the cost of private school or 
college tuition, it is a considerable burden for those who do.  Thirty-eight percent of 
Orange County residents indicate the cost of private school or college tuition places a 
strain on their household finances.  

Putnam County 
Four out of five Putnam County residents have difficulty paying for gasoline.  This 
includes 48% of county residents who say paying for gasoline strains their budgets a 
great deal and an additional 32% who feel a good deal of pressure from the cost of 
fuel.  This is similar to 2007 when 78% of residents said they felt the pinch at the pump. 

More than eight in ten Putnam County homeowners experience financial pressure 
paying for their property taxes. Eighty-one percent of county homeowners report these 
expenses cause economic strain on their household budget, including 44% who 
characterize  these costs as a great deal of financial pressure and 37% who say paying 
their property taxes poses a good amount of financial strain.  The proportion of Putnam 
County residents who consider property taxes to be onerous is the highest in the Mid-
Hudson Valley.  Putnam County also has the highest proportion of homeownership, 
79%, among the seven counties surveyed in the region. 

Many Putnam County residents also feel the weight of utility expenses.  Sixty-five 
percent say these costs are substantial, including 26% who say they cause a great 
deal of financial strain and an additional 39% who say they cause a good amount of 
strain.  The burden of utility costs is more widespread than it was in 2007 when 57% of 
county residents said these costs caused at least a good deal of financial strain on 
their family’s budget. 

Six in ten county residents feel the monthly pressure of their rent or mortgage 
payments.  Thirty percent of Putnam County residents report feeling burdened a great 
deal due to this expense, and the same proportion, 30%, report it places a good deal of 
strain on their household budget.  In 2007, the same proportion, 60%, indicated 
struggling with housing costs. 

Forty-five percent of county residents are financially stressed by having to pay or save 
for private school or college.  For 28% of residents, this cost causes a great amount of 
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financial strain.  More residents in Putnam County now struggle with this expense 
compared with five years ago.  At that time, 38% of residents felt strapped by these 
tuition costs. 

Sullivan County 
Four out of five Sullivan County residents have difficulty meeting transportation costs, 
specifically the expense of gasoline.  Fifty-four percent of residents say the cost of fuel 
has strained their finances a great deal, and 26% say it has stressed their budgets a 
good amount.  In 2007, similar proportions of residents indicated the heavy burden of 
fuel costs. 

Sixty-six percent of Sullivan County residents say heat and electricity impose a 
considerable financial strain.  This is comparable to the 68% who reported the same in 
2007. 

Seventy-one percent of Sullivan County homeowners struggle with paying their 
property taxes, including 41% who report a great deal of difficulty meeting these 
payments.  In 2007, a similar 67% said they experienced financial pressure paying 
their property taxes.     

A slim majority of Sullivan County residents, 51%, say their rent or mortgage payment 
puts a substantial strain on their budgets.  More than four in ten Sullivan County 
residents, 42%, feel the pinch when paying for health insurance.  Health care costs, not 
including health insurance, strain the budgets of 39% of Sullivan County residents. 

Ulster County 
The cost of gasoline is a major financial burden for most Ulster County residents as 
well.  Seventy-eight percent of county residents feel financially stressed by the high 
cost of fuel.  This includes 43% of Ulster County residents who say paying for gasoline 
has caused a great deal of financial strain and another 35% who report a good deal of 
budgetary stress due to fuel costs.  This represents a modest increase from five years 
ago.  At that time, 71%, said gasoline was considerably stretching their budget.  

Nearly seven in ten Ulster County residents, 69%, are financially strained by the cost of 
heat and electricity.  This includes 27% of county residents who say these costs 
adversely affect their household budget a great deal.  The pinch of utility costs is more 
widespread now than in 2007 when 61% of residents said their budgets were stretched 
by these expenses. 

Seventy-seven percent of homeowners in the county see property taxes as a financial 
burden.  This includes 42% who say this expense puts a great deal of stress on their 
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budgets.  In 2007, 73% of county residents said property taxes presented a substantial 
burden. 

A majority of Ulster County residents, 52%, are concerned with the financial impact of 
their monthly rent or mortgage payment.  Twenty-three percent of these residents feel 
a great deal of financial strain from these expenses while 29% experience a good 
amount of financial stress.  Five years ago, a similar proportion, 50%, said their rent or 
mortgage payment presented a financial burden. 

Forty-four percent of Ulster County residents struggle with health insurance payments.  
This represents an increase from 2007, when 37% of residents said the same. 

Conclusion 

The future of the Mid-Hudson Valley 
More than seven in ten Mid-Hudson Valley residents have lived in their community for 
more than a decade, and most residents feel positively about it as a place to live.  
Eighty-four percent of people in the region rate the area as at least a good place to live 
including 20% who describe it as excellent. 

However, most people in the Mid-Hudson region also think the area is unaffordable for 
the average family.  This opinion is widely held regardless of age, income, education, 
or racial or ethnic background. 

People throughout the region feel financially over extended.  They experience financial 
strain from a variety of expenses including the cost of transportation, specifically due to 
the price of gasoline, utilities, such as heat and electricity, property taxes, housing, the 
expenses associated with raising children, such as tuition costs and child care, and the 
cost of health care. 

In order to keep up with the cost of living, 44% of Mid-Hudson Valley households are 
dependent on more than one wage earner and 39% of households are working more 
than one job.  The average work week and the average commute have both increased 
over the past five years.  Nearly seven in ten residents are not satisfied with the jobs 
available in the region. More than three in four residents worry that if they were to lose 
their job, they would have a difficult time finding a comparable position within the same 
distance from their home.  Pessimism over the state of the job market has increased 
since 2007. 

Thirty-four percent of residents in the region have faced at least one financial hardship.  
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This proportion is also greater than the percentage of residents struggling to make 
ends meet five years ago.  Living paycheck to paycheck, these residents struggle to 
pay for basic necessities such as food, housing, utilities, or medical expenses. 

More than three in ten Mid-Hudson Valley residents intend to leave the region in the 
next five years.  Although they provide a number of different reasons for considering a 
move, nearly six in ten mention economic concerns.  These economic concerns 
include taxes, jobs, and the cost of living.  This is an increase since 2007, when half of 
residents who were thinking about moving mentioned economic concerns for doing so 
and half cited non-economic ones. 

Residents would like to see the Mid-Hudson region keep businesses in the area, attract 
quality jobs, and keep costs in check, particularly for transportation, utilities, property 
taxes, and health care.  There is also a need to provide the opportunity for those 
residents who are struggling most to make ends meet so that they too can afford to live 
in the region. 

How the Survey Was Conducted 
The survey was conducted by the Marist College Institute for Public Opinion and 
funded by the Dyson Foundation.   

4,443 adults 18 years of age or older who live in the Mid-Hudson Valley in New York 
were interviewed in proportion to the adult population in seven counties: Columbia, 
Dutchess, Greene, Orange, Putnam, Sullivan, and Ulster.  The survey was designed to 
collect information about the Mid-Hudson Valley as a region and to allow for county 
level analysis as well.  Representative samples were drawn from each county based 
on the population distribution within that county.  In order to analyze the opinions of 
residents of the Mid-Hudson Valley, the seven county samples were combined and 
weighted to reflect the population distribution of the entire region.  Census comparisons 
to the 2012 survey results are displayed at the end of this report. 

This is the third time over the past decade this project has been undertaken.  Many of 
the questions in this survey were asked of Mid-Hudson Valley residents in each of the 
previous two studies.  As a result, comparisons may be made over time for 2007 and 
2002.  Residents of Sullivan County were first included in the 2007 study of the region.   

The goal of a scientifically designed survey sample is to be representative of the 
population that is being surveyed.  The results obtained from a scientific probability 
survey are not just answers from those individuals who responded but more 
importantly, because of the design and methods by which the data is collected, can be 
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used to generalize to the population as a whole.  For this survey, the results are an 
estimate of what would have been obtained, within a certain range, if all adults 18 
years of age or older in the Mid-Hudson region were interviewed.  

How to interpret the numbers 
Sampling error is the difference between the responses to the survey if all adults 18 
years of age or older who live in the Mid-Hudson Valley had been interviewed and the 
actual survey results.  Sampling error is primarily based upon the number of interviews 
in the survey sample.  The sampling error may be interpreted as indicating the 
probability (95 times out of 100) within which the results of repeated samplings, in the 
same time period, assuming the same sampling procedures, could be expected to fall 
within a certain range.   

The margin of error for the survey results of Mid-Hudson residents is ±1.5% for 
percentages near 50% at a confidence level of 95%.  The sampling error diminishes 
slightly for questions whose results are at the extremes and the sampling error 
increases as the number of interviews for a particular group or sub-group within the 
sample declines. 

 

 

 

 

 

For example, 51% of Mid-Hudson Valley residents surveyed think their community 
spends too little money on public transportation.  The margin of error of ±1.5% means 
that we may conclude there is a high probability, 95 times out of 100, that the average 
results for this question of repeated samplings in the region will fall between 49.5% and 
52.5%.  All results are rounded to the next whole number. 

In evaluating the information detailed in this report, several points should be noted.  
First, the analysis often focuses on differences among subgroups rather than 
commonalities.  Therefore, the charts depicted in the report do not include all factors 
but rather those where differences are evident.  Additional tables may be found at 
ManyVoicesOneValley.org and may be referenced for further detail among subgroups 
and other key segmenting variables.   

Region Sample Size Margin of Error
Mid-Hudson 4443 ±1.5%
Columbia 506 ±4.5%
Dutchess 848 ±3.5%
Greene 527 ±4.5%
Orange 991 ±3.5%
Putnam 512 ±4.5%
Sullivan 519 ±4.5%
Ulster 540 ±4.5%
                                                                 Many Voices One Valley 2012



84 

 

Second, some questions in the survey were only asked of a subgroup of those 
interviewed depending on an answer to a previous question.  For instance, residents 
were asked if they were currently employed.  If they were not, they were not asked 
subsequent questions about their job such as commute time.  Questions that were not 
asked of all residents are identified.   

Finally, totals in tables may not add to 100% due to rounding. 

Methodology: sample design 
A dual frame, stratified random digit dial (RDD) probability design was used to draw the 
telephone numbers for the survey.  RDD ensures representation of both listed and 
unlisted telephone numbers.  Telephone numbers were selected based upon two 
separate frames or lists of telephone exchanges, one for landline and one for cell 
phone numbers.  Telephone numbers were selected based upon a list of telephone 
exchanges from throughout the seven counties.  The exchanges were selected to 
ensure that each county was represented in proportion to its population in accordance 
with a probability sample design that gives all landline telephone numbers, listed and 
unlisted, and cell phone numbers a known chance of being included.  Results are 
based on both landline and cell phone interviews of adults 18 years of age and older.  
The landline and cell phone samples were combined.  Nineteen percent of the 
completed interviews were obtained from the cell phone sampling frame.  

In order to participate in the survey a household or cell phone owner had to have a 
residence located within one of the seven counties and have an adult resident that was 
18 years of age or older.  For the landline frame, a member within each household was 
then selected to be interviewed through the use of a random household selection 
method.  In order to be interviewed, a respondent needed to be at least 18 years of 
age or older and be a resident of the Mid-Hudson Valley.   

Methodology: data collection 
The questionnaire and the telephone sample were programmed for computer assisted 
telephone interviewing (CATI).  Interviewing was conducted from a centralized 
telephone facility at the Marist College Institute for Public Opinion using trained 
interviewers who were specifically briefed on this study.  The interviews were 
conducted in either English or Spanish.   

There were a total of 294 interviewers and supervisors who worked on this study.  On 
average, the supervisor to interviewer ratio was seven to one.  Polling supervisors 
regularly monitored, evaluated, and provided feedback to the interviewing staff 
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throughout the data collection period.  The average length of the survey was twenty-
two minutes.   

One hundred and ninety seven pretest interviews for the survey were administered by 
telephone on December 13th, 2011.  As a result of the pretest, the questionnaire was 
updated and revised.  Although there were limited changes made to the questionnaire, 
pretest interviews were not included as part of the final dataset. 

Interviews were conducted February 2nd through March 14th, 2012.  Interviewers 
contacted households between 5:30 p.m. and 9:15 p.m. Callbacks were also 
conducted between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on weekdays.  Up to 8 attempts to 
contact a household were made.  Callbacks were staggered over times of day and 
days of the week to maximize the chances of making contact with a potential 
respondent.  Suspended interviews and refusals were re-contacted at least once in 
order to attempt to convert them to a completed interview.  This included callbacks to 
initial unsuccessful contacts, refusal conversion, and scheduled appointments.  A toll 
free number was used so that respondents could call the survey center at their 
convenience to complete an interview.   

Information collected from survey participants is both confidential and anonymous.  
Personal identifying information is removed from files after the integrity of the data has 
been verified. 
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Comparisons of 2012 Survey Results to 2010 Census 

 

 

2012 Survey 2010 Census
Columbia 6% 6%
Dutchess 26% 26%
Greene 4% 4%
Orange 32% 31%
Putnam 9% 9%
Sullivan 7% 7%
Ulster 16% 17%
Male 50% 50%
Female 50% 50%
Under 45 48% 45%
45 and older 53% 55%
Less than $15,000 10% 9%
$15,000 to just under $30,000 13% 13%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 17% 17%
$50,000 to just under $75,000 18% 18%
$75,000 to just under $100,000 15% 14%
$100,000 or more 28% 28%
White 74% 77%
African American 8% 8%
Latino 13% 12%
Other 4% 3%

Mid-Hudson Valley                                                                         Many Voices One Valley 2012

Income

Mid-Hudson Valley
County

Gender

Age

Race

2012 Survey 2010 Census
Male 49% 50%
Female 51% 50%
Under 45 40% 37%
45 and older 60% 63%
Less than $15,000 13% 10%
$15,000 to just under $30,000 17% 16%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 18% 22%
$50,000 to just under $75,000 18% 18%
$75,000 to just under $100,000 11% 12%
$100,000 or more 22% 22%
White 89% 91%
Non-white 11% 9%

Income

Race

Columbia County                                                                           Many Voices One Valley 2012

Columbia County 
Gender

Age



87 

 

 

 

 

2012 Survey 2010 Census
Male 49% 49%
Female 51% 51%
Under 45 47% 45%
45 and older 53% 55%
Less than $15,000 9% 9%
$15,000 to just under $30,000 11% 11%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 16% 16%
$50,000 to just under $75,000 17% 18%
$75,000 to just under $100,000 16% 16%
$100,000 or more 32% 31%
White 76% 77%
Non-white 24% 23%

Age

Income

Race
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Dutchess County
Gender

2012 Survey 2010 Census
Male 51% 52%
Female 49% 48%
Under 45 42% 40%
45 and older 58% 60%
Less than $15,000 10% 11%
$15,000 to just under $30,000 23% 22%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 19% 21%
$50,000 to just under $75,000 23% 21%
$75,000 to just under $100,000 12% 12%
$100,000 or more 13% 13%
White 89% 88%
Non-white 11% 12%

Gender

Age

Income

Race

Greene County                                                                           Many Voices One Valley 2012

Greene County

2012 Survey 2010 Census
Male 52% 49%
Female 48% 51%
Under 45 52% 49%
45 and older 48% 51%
Less than $15,000 10% 8%
$15,000 to just under $30,000 11% 12%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 16% 15%
$50,000 to just under $75,000 17% 18%
$75,000 to just under $100,000 15% 15%
$100,000 or more 32% 32%
White 70% 71%
Non-white 30% 29%

Orange County                                                                           Many Voices One Valley 2012

Orange County
Gender

Age

Income

Race
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2012 Survey 2010 Census
Male 50% 49%
Female 50% 51%
Under 45 45% 41%
45 and older 55% 59%
Less than $15,000 4% 5%
$15,000 to just under $30,000 9% 9%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 15% 13%
$50,000 to just under $75,000 14% 15%
$75,000 to just under $100,000 15% 15%
$100,000 or more 43% 43%
White 85% 84%
Non-white 15% 16%

Race
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Putnam County
Gender

Age

Income

2012 Survey 2010 Census
Male 49% 51%
Female 51% 49%
Under 45 48% 41%
45 and older 52% 59%
Less than $15,000 17% 15%
$15,000 to just under $30,000 18% 18%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 20% 20%
$50,000 to just under $75,000 21% 20%
$75,000 to just under $100,000 11% 12%
$100,000 or more 14% 15%
White 74% 75%
Non-white 26% 25%

Income

Race

Sullivan County                                                                           Many Voices One Valley 2012

Sulivan County
Gender

Age

2012 Survey 2010 Census
Male 49% 49%
Female 51% 51%
Under 45 45% 43%
45 and older 55% 57%
Less than $15,000 9% 10%
$15,000 to just under $30,000 17% 15%
$30,000 to just under $50,000 18% 19%
$50,000 to just under $75,000 21% 20%
$75,000 to just under $100,000 15% 14%
$100,000 or more 20% 22%
White 84% 84%
Non-white 16% 16%

Age

Income

Race

Ulster County                                                                           Many Voices One Valley 2012

Ulster County
Gender


	Introduction
	Summary of findings

	Is the Mid-Hudson Valley Economy Improving?
	Rating Personal Family Finances
	How Affordable Is Life in the Mid-Hudson Region?
	Rating the affordability of the region

	The Issues
	Affording transportation
	The cost of gasoline
	The cost of public transportation

	Affording property taxes
	The cost of property taxes
	Taxes matter

	Affording housing
	The cost of housing
	The cost of utilities
	Housing matters: homeowners
	Proportion of mortgages under water
	Housing matters: people who rent
	Renting but hoping to own

	Affording tuition and child care
	Paying or saving for tuition
	Paying for child care

	/ Affording health care
	The cost of health insurance
	The cost of health care

	Working in the Mid-Hudson Valley
	The job scene
	The impact of the recession
	The work week
	Commuting time

	People doing without
	The basic necessities

	People coming and going
	Recent arrivals to the Mid-Hudson Valley
	Planning to leave

	// Priced Out?

	Managing the Family Budget
	An overview
	A look at the counties
	Columbia County
	Dutchess County
	Greene County
	Orange County
	Putnam County
	Sullivan County
	Ulster County


	Conclusion
	The future of the Mid-Hudson Valley

	How the Survey Was Conducted
	How to interpret the numbers
	Methodology: sample design
	Methodology: data collection
	Comparisons of 2012 Survey Results to 2010 Census


